On Monday, January 8, 2001, the Preble Town Board held its organizational meeting for 2001.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, John Steger, with the salute to the flag at 8:05.

Board members present: Anne Brennan, Kate Edinger, Peter Knapp and Betty Ann Pitman, Councilmen.

Others present: Cindy Taberski, Dan O=Shea, Jeff Griswold, Don Armstrong, Anne Henderson, Ed Jenney, Joyce Snavlin, Peggy Searles and daughter, Frank Hogg, Barb Frier, Bill and Sue Wright, and Jennifer Molloy from the Cortland Standard.

Corrections and approval of the Minutes:
**Betty Ann would like the following statement to be included in the  minutes of the December 11th meeting: Regarding the raises for the Election Inspectors, she was not against the raise for the inspectors but was against the fifty cents more the Chairman.   Anne, in defense, added that the Chairman does have added responsibilities.  She did contact Mr. Howe at the County office and he has informed her that the other towns in the County do this.  


Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #1: To accept the December 11, 2000 minutes as corrected

  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

- 4 dogs impounded; 2 still at shelter, 1 redeemed, 1 euthanized

- 6 complaints; 5 at large, 1 dog license

- 1 cruelty

No stray cats taken in during December

JUSTICE REPORT

-$18,343. submitted to the Town of Preble for December

- Annual report was also submitted:

  3466 cases   resulting in  $243,736. In fines

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-Have been out over 47 times so far this winter.(Over 3000 miles have been driven since 11/21/2000(both trucks)

-Plow Routes:

        Big truck (Jeff & Dale), takes approximately 3 hrs. & 15 min. to complete.  The route covers just over 40 miles, round trip.

        Small truck (Kevin), takes approximately 2-1/2 hrs. and covers just 26 miles, not including parking lots.

- On December 28th, Anne Brennan rode the route of the big truck with Jeff.

- When the weather warms up, the pothole in front of the Town Hall will be filled.

- Concreted a hole in the deck on Marybelle Rd.

- Year 200 statistics - This summer we have put down over 1100 tons of 1 and 1a stone, 33,124 gallons of road oil, which covered 2.2 miles of previously dirt road with oil and stone.  2000 gallons of Magnesium Chloride, 2700 gallons of Calcium Chloride and over 10,778 tons of gravel completely resurfacing and stabilizing the Major dirt roads in the town.  Over 300 feet of culvert was installed, over 3 miles of ditching was done (with 1 mile being fresh cut ditches).  Masters and Wright Rd. received new 3' shoulders.  2 weeks was spent on Dawson Rd., just cutting back.


Equipment
-The scania single plow controls are in and working well

-All equipment is working at this time

Shop
-The men shoveled the roof off (ice had backed up)

Personnel:
-All men worked Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year=s Day.

 (Averaging 65 hours a week)

-John VanDenburg is on the AOn Call@ list for the winter

RECREATION


- N/A
COUNTY LEGISLATURE
- Max Stoker absent

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

- 1 Building Permit; construction value $23,000; fees assessed $129.00

- 2 pending

- 1 Certificate of Occupancy

- 10 phone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD

- January meeting will be held January 18th

HISTORIAN


- Anne Henderson noted that the Fire Department will be having their 71st anniversary this year.  She will be getting information together for the hallway cabinet.

TOWN CLERK 

-$342.00 FEES COLLECTED IN December; $29.20 to CC Treasurer, $18.00 to Ag & Markets; $295.80 to John Steger

DON ARMSTRONG

- Re Local Law #1 for 2001 - on agenda under Unfinished Business

- RE Doug Staley - Individual appointment or contract?  Following a brief discussion, it was decided to appoint Doug as the Zoning Code Enforcement Officer and if necessary, change it in the future after further research.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Barb Frier inquired about the new Zoning Ordinance Book; when the committee will be meeting, etc.

John advised her that it would probably be 3 to 4 months.  Many new issues have arisen and would like to wait until the Flying J issue is finished.

Frank Hogg addressed his question to Anne Brennan - Regarding the changing of the number of members on the ZBA Board, in October you stated that it was not up to the Board but up to the public .  The public hearing was held and there was no one in favor of changing it from seven to five and then when it came up last month, you voted to change it from seven to five, against what you said you would do and against what the public wanted.  Were you just disingenuous back in October or did you break your word last month?  

Anne=s reply: AI never break my word.  First of all there were 35 people at the public hearing; out of the 35 there were 29 from Song Lake. I was told that the people received a pamphlet about this issue.   When this issue came up, many comments were made on the Flying J issue.  John Bishop, a seasonal resident, stated AWhen the Flying J issue is over, then have the 2 members resign.@   Not one resident disagreed with his remark.   In my opinion this invalidated the hearing because the issue became a flying J issue.  It was not about the zoning Board reduction but about the reinstatement of these two board members who were in opposition to the Flying J.    Therefore, my reasoning was that the residents made my decision for me, and I counted their vote as one (1).    (Of the 35 people who attended the public hearing, 29 were from Song Lake, Janet Klein and her son Jared who were against the Flying J, and 2 others who never spoke out)
Anne also asked Frank the following question: AIf  the two people whose terms had expired, not fired, were in favor of the Flying J, would you feel the same?@  A He never answered my question.@       

Frank Hogg - Questioning the availability of the Town Board meeting minutes - He is stating that according to the New York Public Information Law, minutes are to be made available within 2 weeks of the meeting, minutes of executive sessions within 1 week even in draft copy.

Don Armstrong has asked for a copy of the law (106[3]) which Frank is referring to and will check it out.

Until then, we will continue to have the minutes available following the next monthly meeting after approval from the Board.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Local Law - Changing the ZBA from 7 to 5

Don stated that the matter had not been submitted to the County Planning Board, which in his opinion, it should have been.  He sent the referral to the County Planning Board and a response has been received which recommends the proposed action; a notation being made regarding a section of our ordinance addressing the quorum that is required for the ZBA to take action..  The current quorum is 4 which can be left at that or it can be reduced to 3.     A short  Environmental Assessment form to be filled out.

He recommends that the Board readopt or put to a revote, since this is the year 2001, to be titled Local Law #1 for 2001, the proposed reduction of the ZBA members from 7 to 5. Prior to taking that action there should be the completion of the Environmental Assessment form.  Two forms have been prepared for the Local Law - 1) which changes the members from 7 to 5 and, 2) in addition, would change the quorum from 4 to 3.  (To resume later in the meeting)

Rittenhouse Road - Bob Rittenhouse has verbally withdrawn his request for the Town to accept the private right of way at the December 17th year-end meeting. 

. 
Handicap Lift - The quotation is signed; requires stamped engineer blueprint.  John has requested.

New Used copy Machine - has arrived and payment has been approved

William VanPatten, Wright Road - Looking for the Town to do some kind of maintenance.  All copies of deeds and maps have been left with John while Bill is in Florida. 

NEW BUSINESS
William & Sue Wright - Are proposing a land zone  change of approximately 17 acres from agricultural to a light industrial classification  - Parcel No. 27.00-01-59.000.  They have contracted to sell this land to Roger Beck who will utilize the premises to continue the operation of his present business.

This property is presently south of the property which Beck owns now, next to the railroad tracks.

He was advised to contact the Planning Board for a subdivision; also the County Planning Board.  Recommendations will be made and returned back to the Town Board to make a zoning change and also hold a public hearing.   No action can be made until a response is received back from the Planning Board.

Cortland Repertory Theater - John received a letter for a $100.00 request from municipalities.  The consensus was not to contribute.

Approve agreement between Preble and Truxton to share Health Insurance cost of mutual employee, Gina Nourse, per budget - Following discussion, the position  of Bookkeeper is not a full time position and should not be covered.    Issue to be dropped.

Appointments for the year 2001:
Deputy Supervisor


Peter Knapp

Bookkeeper



Gina Nourse

Code Enforcement Officer

John Steger/Doug Staley

Services rendered as per contract with Life Safety

Consultants

Official Newspaper


Cortland Stand

Official Bank Depository


Alliance Bank & Key Bank

Attorney=s:



The firm of Pomeroy, Armstrong, Baranello & Casullo, LLP shall represent the Town per contract
Town Board Attorney

Don Armstrong

Planning Board, ZBA

Board & Assessment 

Review Board


Fran Casullo

Planning & ZBA Board Secretary

Sharon Flint

Budget Officer



John Steger

Dog Control Officer


Cortland County SPCA - contract

Town Clerk/Collector & Registrar

of Vital Statistics


Jane Davenport

Deputy Highway Superintendent

Dale Mosher

Justice Clerk



Max Stoker

Historian



Anne Henderson

Assessor



Julienne Ray c/o CC Property Services per contract

Yr. End Exp. Date
Planning Board - Chairman

Dean Smith


2003

Peter Repenhagen

2001

Chris White


2002

Thomas Fox


2004

ZBA Board - Chairman


Daniel O=Shea


2002

Charles Sturgeon

2003

Adelbert Knapp


2002

Robert Lieber


2001

Cathy Kinne


2001

Board of Assessment & Review

Cynthia Taberski

2003

William VanPatten

2001

Robert Rittenhouse

2004

Adelbert Knapp


2002

Memorial Day Celebration &

Town Website - Chairman

Betty Ann Pitman

Election Inspectors - Chairman

$7.00/hour

$6.50/hour

Town Official Salaries and Contracts as stated in the 2001 budget will be paid monthly, quarterly and/or biweekly as required.

Utility bills will be paid in advance as necessary when the due date is before regular scheduled Town Board meeting.

Regular scheduled Town Board Meeting -

2nd Monday of each month

Regular scheduled ZBA Board Meeting -

1st Thursday of each month

Regular scheduled Planning Board Meeting -
3rd Thursday of each month

Special meetings shall require an advance public notice.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #2:     
To approve all appointments  for the year 2001

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Approval to sign contracts as their due date approaches for continued coverage -
Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #3:   
To give approval to  the Supervisor to sign contracts for Life Safety Consultants, SPCA and the Insurance Company

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Approve General and Highway bills:

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #4:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 1, Nos. 1 to 11, totaling $1879.01.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(abstain) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #5:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 1, Nos. 2 to 3, totaling $724.06

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Further information on Local Law #1 for 2001
The completion of the Environmental Assessment form was reviewed.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #6:To adopt the proposed short form Environmental Assessment form based on the information and analysis and any supporting documentation, that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impact. 

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Local Law #1 of 2001 was read by John Steger.(copy attached)

Discussion of reducing the quorum from 4 to 3.  Betty Ann not in favor.  Peter, Kate and Anne in favor of 3. 

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #7:
To accept Local Law #1 for 2001 to reduce members of the ZBA Board from 7 to 5 and 3 members will constitute a quorum.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

 
Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #8:
To move to executive session to discuss potential litigation regarding the building code

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #9:
To conclude executive session

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

We have received a Certificate of Flag Presentation to the Town of Preble from the National Park Service and Superintendent of the USS Arizona.

Don presented the results of executive session BPertaining to the enforceability and certain provisions of the  NYS fire prevention and building code with regards to  a couple of sections of regulations that promote adequate access over fire lanes and private roads .  Advised that there is a question of enforceability and if the Town wanted to proceed and obtain a further answer a letter should be sent to the Attorney General=s office.

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman to adjourn the meeting.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40.

Respectfully submitted.

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 1/10/2001

Official 2/12/2001

