On Monday, February 12, 2001, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, John Steger, with the salute to the flag at 8:08.

Board members present: Anne Brennan, Kate Edinger, and Betty Ann Pitman, Councilmen.

Others present: Cindy Taberski, Dan O=Shea, Jeff Griswold, Don Armstrong,  Joyce Snavlin, Frank Hogg, Barb Frier, and Ed Jenney

Corrections and approval of the Minutes:
Anne Brennan - to correct the January minutes - (1) Omit the appointments of David Griswold and Vincent Maresco due to the fact that their terms had expired at year end 2000 and need to be reappointed. (2)Omit the mileage comment; a new resolution to be made under old business.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by  Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #10: To accept the January 8, 2001 minutes as corrected
  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

- 9 dogs impounded; 7 in foster care, 2 euthanized

- 3 complaints; 1 at large, 1 barking, 1 dog attack

-1 stray cat taken in during January

JUSTICE REPORT

-$13,255. submitted to the Town of Preble for January

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-Sand bill is for the sand delivered to the Town of Truxton for winter maintenance on the far side of East Hill Rd.

-Jeff in the process of getting the preliminary costs together for this summer=s road work.  The price of road oil is expected to be the same as last year.

Equipment
-Everything working well at this time

-The Scania was down for 3 days while repairing the wing trolley

-Jeff asked for a resolution to purchase a new plow truck not to exceed $105,000. 

Shop
-The Town of Scott=s new highway building is up.  They hope to pour concrete this week.

Personnel:
-Jeff is asking the Board=s approval to attend 4 Cornell courses this summer at a total cost of $150.00

ADrainage@ on March 28th in Greene County

AGravel Roads@ on May 3rd in Broome County

ASurveying@ on May 23rd in Albany County

AThe Annual Highway School@ is at Ithaca College, June 4-6

-Dale and Jeff are entered in Homer=s Winterfest ASnow Plow Rodeo@ 

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #11: To approve Jeff=s attending  the four (4) different courses for a total of $150.00.
Anne Brennan(aye), Kate Edinger(aye), Betty Ann Pitman(aye)  

There was  discussion on purchasing a new plow truck (Mobil Auto Car , 10-wheeler) at a cost of $105,000. under the County Bid Program.   Jeff did not have the  specifications available.  Kate suggested the Board wait until specifications are reviewed.

RECREATION


- N/A
COUNTY LEGISLATURE
- Max Stoker absent

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

- 1 Building Permit; construction value $2,000; fees assessed $45.00

-13 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD

-Regarding the Cliff Hall matter - correspondence from their architect.  Bruce Webber will have to sit down with the architect and discuss the matter.  Bruce feels there is no major problem.

-The McCarthy paperwork has been completed.  When they are ready, they will come in and get their building permit and do the work themselves.

HISTORIAN


-Absent

TOWN CLERK 

-$305.00 Fees collected in January; $25.85 to CC Treasurer, $6.00 to Ag  & Markets; $13.00 to NYS DEC$260.15 to John Steger

Tax Collector - January interest $140.32

DON ARMSTRONG

-Post Office contract and proposed zone change for the Wright property under new Business.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Frank Hogg presented the Board with a pie chart based on the sales tax income of the Flying  J should it come into Preble.  Believes that the Town should be asking for a greater amount. John informed him that it wasn=t up to the Town because the funds are distributed by the County Legislature.  To try to better the amount of income, one would have to go before the Legislature.

As president of the Song Lake Association, referring to Anne Brennan=s comment at the January meeting,

ADo you agree with Anne=s comment that at the public hearing regarding the changing of the Zoning Board members she considered the 29 lake residents as 1 vote?@   Betty Ann, no; Kate, no; John, no.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Reappointment of David Griswold and Vincent Maresco -
Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #12:
To reappoint David Griswold as a member of the Board of Assessment Review

(Expiration year 2005)

Anne Brennan (aye) Kate Edinger (aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #13:  
To appoint Vincent Maresco to the Planning Board (Expiration year 2005)
Anne Brennan (aye) Kate Edinger (aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Insurance Policy - Bailey Insurance - The insurance contract was signed by John for a total of $10,211.33, an increase of $671.98; due to an increased value on the buildings of 5%, wrongful act coverage, and an umbrella policy and bonding for any officials carrying funds to the bank.

NYS Retirement system - John submitted a roster of employees; received communication recommending a scheduled meeting with a representative to answer any questions.  A request has been faxed but to date there has been no answer.

Quote - Handicap lift support & modification - Quote not received in time for meeting.

Mileage - 
Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #14:
To approve the payment of $.30 per mile for all Town officials conducting business out of town upon receipt of a mileage log.

Anne Brennan (aye) Kate Edinger (aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

NEW BUSINESS
Wright Property - Proposed zone change from agriculture to light industrial

This property by the railroad tracks adjoins the property currently owned by the Beck Company and would increase the acreage of their tax map by 22 acres.

Don Armstrong  - the Town can condition its approval, the  Planning Board condition its subdivision approval on th parcel being sold to Beck and being combined with the parcel that is presently owned by Beck.

An application for a subdivision has to be approved, also submitted to the Cortland County Planning Board, a SEQR form has been started and a public hearing will have to be held


Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #15:
To hold a public hearing for the Wright zone request on March 12 at 7:30
Ane Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Post Office Lease - Don Armstrong has reviewed.  Rental fees has increased from $4800 to $5300.  John would like to negotiate some funding with them regarding the handicap lift.  Their new contract is for 5 years with the Post Office=s option to renew 2 additional 5 year terms (a total of 15 years).  John suggests that he and Don sit down and discuss the complete contract.  John asked for a motion for him and Don to sit down and discuss the Post Office contract

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #16:
For John Steger and Don Armstrong to have the option to sit down and discuss the Post Office contract for the coming years

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Extension of collection of real property taxes until June 1st
Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan
RESOLUTION #17:
To extend the collection of property taxes to June 1st

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Website - setup and cost - Motion to implement

It is the decision of the Board to go ahead with the establishment of a website.  This website will be set up for the Town of Preble by Sue Reynolds (Cortland Connection).  (ww.prebleny.org)   To start this website, Sue Reynolds has requested a 25% payment ($320.)

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #18:
To pay Sue Reynolds (Cortland Connection) to establish the Town of Preble Website $320.00 or 25% of contract
 
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #19:
To set up and implement the Website for the Town of Preble (ww.prebleny.org)
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Final Budget Amendments to close books for 2000
General Fund
Debit
A1120 - Sales Tax

$33,000.

A2610 - Justice Court

 20,861.

A3389 - Justice Grant

   2,000.

Credit
A1110.4 - Justice - Contractual

$    267.

A1220.4 - Supervisor -Contractual

$    118.

A1410.4 - Town Clerk - Contractual
$    131.

A1420.4 - Attorney - Contractual

$ 9,904

A1450.1 - Elections -Wages

$     87.

A1620.1 - Buildings -Wages

$     68.

A1650.4 - Telephones - Contractual
$       9.

A1650.2 - Copier - Equipment

$ 3,592.

A1680.4 - Computer - Contractual

$    130.

A3620.4 - Safety Insp.-Contractual
$        4.

A5010.4 - Hwy. Sup=t - Contractual
$    525.

A7110.2 - Park - Equipment

$      87.

A7110.4 - Park - Contractual

$    222.

A7145.4 - Special Park - Contractual
$    717.

A9950.9 - Transfer - Capital

$40,000.

This amendment is necessary to cover underbudgeted items and extra items that were not anticipated in the budget by using surplus revenues in Sales Tax, Justice Court fees and the Justice Court Grant money for partial payment of the copier.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #20:
To close out the General Fund books for the year 2000.
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Highway Fund

Debit
DA5120.4 - Bridges - Contractual
$2,933.

Credit
DA5110.4 - General Repairs - Contractual
$1,973.

DA5112.2 - Capital Improvements

$  960.

This amendment is necessary to cover minor overages in the above listed items by using unused appropriations in the Bridge Account.


Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #21:
To close out the Highway Fund books for the year 2000
  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Betty Ann brought up the subject of Gina Nourse=s insurance.  Her opinion is that no part-time employee should be entitled to have their health insurance paid for.  At the request of Kate, a  letter was received from Harold Ferguson, Supervisor of Truxton, requesting $60.00 a month towards the expense.  The consensus of the Board is if she wants the insurance she should pay for it.

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #22:
No part-time employee will receive paid health insurance benefits

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Approve General and Highway bills:

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #23:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 2, Nos. 12 to 43, totaling $10,204.68
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #24:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 2, Nos. 4 to 13, totaling $3756.39
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

`
Barb Frier inquired about the Website;- what information would be available. Betty Ann indicated that it would include town history/historian, church business, recreation/park, town government, fire department, library service, schools, local news, a request form for brochures and an e-mail link to the Town Hall.

Discussion of hooking the Town computer up to the Roadrunner System; needs resolution.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #25:
To connect the Roadrunner System to the computer at the Town Hall.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye) 

There being no further business, John entertained a motion for adjournment.

Kate Edinger made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P. M.  


Respectfully submitted.

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 2/12/2001

Official 3/12/2001

