On Monday, April 9, 2001, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, John Steger, with the salute to the flag at 8:00.

Board members present: Anne Brennan, Kate Edinger,  Peter Knapp, and Betty Ann Pitman, Councilmen.

Others present: Cindy Taberski, Del Knapp, John Folmer, Dan O=Shea, Joyce Snavlin, Dawn & Bill Lewis, Ed Jenney, Bill & Sue Wright, Steve Morgan, Babe Carroll, Larry Nye, Butch & Nancy Baldwin, Barb Frier, Anne Henderson, Jeff Griswold, Frank Hogg, Don Armstrong and Bill Underwood..  Jennifer Malloy arrived late.

Additions or corrections to previous month=s minutes:
Betty Ann recommended that the sentence regarding the Website be revised to read AThe Website name has been changed from the February meeting due to Frank Hogg registering the original name of prebleny.org in his name the next day after the Town Board meeting.  (Minutes have been corrected)

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #31: To accept the March 12, 2001 minutes as corrected
  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

- 1 dog euthanized

- 1 adopted

- No stray cats taken in during March

JUSTICE REPORT

-$14,725. submitted to the Town of Preble for March

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-Seasonal Roads - Opened Preble Hill Rd. this morning, East Hill Rd. will be open by Wednesday, Campbell Rd., Dawson Rd.,, Vormwald Rd., and Wright Rd. will be left to melt unless Jeff is approached to open them.

- Started gathering information to implement a ALow Volume Roads@ program for Preble.  Implementation of this program will greatly reduce the Town=s liability on our roads. 

- Only 1 minor washout so far (Campbell Road)

- Jeff met with Pat Reidy from the Soil & Water Conservation District on Sunday regarding the water problem on Preble Road.  He has now seen the problem and is going to recommend some solutions which may be taken.

Equipment
- Set up grader to push the V-plow to open roads

- Will finish dismounting the Scania=s plow equipment Tuesday

- Jeff is gathering quotes at this time for a truck mounted broom to sweep the roads.

- The County is still dragging their feet on the truck bid. If it is not done by May 1stt, Jeff will write his own specs. 

Shop
-Spring cleanup days will be in May (12th & 13th)

Personnel:
- Chris Couch will be starting on April 16th for the summer

- Jeff has 2 2 more pages to type on the rough draft of the AEmployee Handbook@.  He=s modeling it after Truxton=s and the Town of Cortlandville=s.  


RECREATION


- Sign up for the ball teams has been scheduled at the fire station.  Dave Morse has attended 2 County meetings.

COUNTY LEGISLATURE
- Max Stoker on vacation

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

- 1 permit pending - Paul Bunyan

- 1 30-day violation notice issued

- 1 15-day follow up notice issued - Tom VanPatten

- 14 telephone inquiries

Pending: Subdivisions - Wright & Knapp

   
 Zone Change - Wright & Knapp

 Variance - Sign, Paul Bunyan Products

PLANNING BOARD

-Meeting April 12th instead of April 19th  due to Spring vacation of the schools.

HISTORIAN


- Anne is working on a project interviewing the older and lifelong residents of the town.  Asking about growing up in Preble, how things have changed, what they think of Preble today and what they think the future holds.

TOWN CLERK 

-$664.72 Fees collected in March; $21.15 to CC Treasurer,$6.00 to Ag & Markets and $637.57 to John Steger

Tax Collector -March interest & penalties $465.74 to John Steger

DON ARMSTRONG

-Regarding the Post Office lease - Don stated now that we have the costs of the handicap lift, we can try to negotiate with the Postal Department and try to get an increase in the rent at the next renewal date.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Frank Hogg inquired about the Planning Board meeting which was held on March 29 only lasting 8 minutes. 

  John Folmer, Attorney for Bill & Sue Wright, stated that the meeting was held so the Planning Board  could request  the Town Board to act as the SEQR lead agency with regard to the Wright request for a rezone and for a subdivision approval. The reason the meeting was called was to accommodate the Planning Board=s request to the Town Board to be the SEQR lead agency; to have the Town Board act on this request and be referred back to the Planning Board for subdivision approval assuming that a resolution is adopted    This was done to save time and to accommodate the parties who are involved in the transaction.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Website Status: The Website is up and running.  There have been some  good comments.  

Peter mentioned that he has heard many positive comments and the business directory is awesome.

Lead Agency and long form SEQR regarding the Wright property zoning: The Planning Board has asked the Town Board to be the lead agency and fill out the long form SEQR form

Motion made by Peter Knapp, second by Betty Ann Pitman.

RESOLUTION #32:
To consider the Town Board as lead agency for the Wright property zone change and subdivision and consequently handling the Full Environmental Assessment Form. 
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)



The Full Environmental Assessment Form has been completed.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #33: 
A finding of this Board based upon the Full Environmental Assessment Form, a negative declaration will be prepared
Anne Brennan (aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp (aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

 Don Armstrong:  Per proposed Local Law 2 for 2001, the property in question owned by William & Mary Wright, Tax Map No. 27.00-01-59.000, 22.55+ acres, would amend the zoning ordinance to establish a zone change from agricultural to light industrial.   The zone change approval being conditioned upon the Planning Board=s approval of the subdivision and the combination of this acreage with the existing property owned by Beck Equipment.  

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman  

RESOLUTION #34:
The Wright project be accepted as stated - Proposed Local Law No. 2 for 2001 which would amend the zoning ordinance of the Town of Preble to establish a zone change from agricultural to light industrial for a portion of Tax Map

 No. 27.00-01-59.000 consisting of 22.55+ acres owned by William S. Wright and Mary S. Wright.

Anne Brennan (aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp (aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

ZBA members change law discussion:   Don Armstrong stated he had reviewed with Fran Casullo a letter which was received questioning the Board regarding the Public Officer=s Law.  They have spoken with representatives of the Association of Towns and have had several discussions between themselves.

Don reports that they disagree with assertion set forth in the letter.  The Public Officer=s Law Section does not lead to the conclusion urged by the writer and that the action taken by The Town Board regarding the Local Law No. 1 of 2001 regarding the ZBA Board changing to 5 members was effective at that time and the effect of the Local Law No. 1 of 2001 stating that the Board consisted of 5 members, and those 5 members whose terms had not expired at the year end 2000.

Don concluded that since the 2 members in question - their terms expiring the year end 2000, and no one being appointed by the Board in January 2001, it was effective such that those 2 expired terms would not be refilled. 

NEW BUSINESS
Memorial Day Service - Will be held on May 28th at 11:00 a.m.  Betty Ann is organizing it

AOpen Barrel Burning@ discussion: Dawn Lewis was given the floor.

Dawn introduced herself , stating that she lived at 6887 Route 281 in Preble and had resided in the town for 25 years; her husband, William, residing in the town for 55 years.  She also requested a copy of tonight=s Board Meeting minutes.   She read her letter of Monday, April 9:
I sent to all the Board Members and other individuals associated with the Town of Preble a copy of my letter that I wrote to John Steger regarding backyard burn barrels.   I would like it noted in the official minutes that not one individual contacted me about my concern.  I want this to go into the meeting notes that I am shocked and unhappy with the Town Board officials as no one has made an effort to speak to me about my concern.  I wasn=t even told if I could speak tonight.  Is this how out Town Board represents the people of Preble?

If all the Board Members took the time to read my correspondence and the enclosed brochure released by our Attorney General Eliot Spitzer and the American Lung Association, they will now know that Abackyard burn barrels@ are an environmental hazard to our health, especially our children.  One of the toxic compounds produced during backyard burning is called a dioxin.  A dioxin is a polychorinated compound which is formed simply by burning common household trash at a low temperature.  A family of four burning trash in a barrel in their backyard can potentially put as much dioxins and furans into the air as a well-controlled municipal waste incinerator serving tens of thousand of households.  To put this into perspective, when two of my neighbors burn garbage at the same time, they are releasing toxic chemicals equivalent to an incinerator burning garbage for 20,000 homes.  (I have additional handouts supporting this information.)  I have neighbors beside me, behind me, in front of me and also our own Town Fire Department (who should know better) all have burn barrels.

As I stated in my correspondence, the smoldering smoke can go on for hours.  Many days and evenings I=ve had to remain in my home and close all the windows and doors.  Either I keep the windows and doors open and suffer with the smoke, or I close them and become very uncomfortable because I also cannot turn on my bedroom air conditioner.  Sometimes when the temperature and winds are just right, the smoke still comes into my home with all the doors and windows shut.  Many times I=ve had to get into my car and leave Preble until the smoke is gone.  Over the years, I have spoken to the Cortland Health Department about burn barrels and the problems that it has caused our family over the years. Nothing has ever been done about eliminating this serious health threat to all residents of Preble.

Studies have linked dioxin to developmental delays in children, harm to our immune system and increased risks of cancer.  Dairy cows that graze on pastures where burn barrel pollution has fallen may produce milk with higher concentrations of these contaminants.  These dioxins entered our bodies through food we eat, smoke from burn barrels and the dioxins have also been passed from mother to child through nursing.  The dioxins never leave our body.  They are stored in our fat cells.  A few weeks ago Bill Moyer, a news reporter for PBS TV hosted a two-hour TV special on toxic chemicals.  The show was in the making for over three years.  The special will again be aired on PBS.  He had many interviews with chemical manufacturers and doctors.  The show was mostly about what the chemical companies would not tell us about the poisons that enter our bodies.  Bill Moyer had a blood test to check for these chemicals.  The doctors were checking for approximately 160 different chemicals.  At the end of the show, Bill Moyer was informed that he had approximately 80 different chemicals in his body.  He was told and video taped at the same time...he was in shock.  He stated that he would have never dreamed that he had that many chemicals in his body.  The only chemical that was pre 1940 was lead.  All the other chemicals were identified as being manufactured after 1950 and beyond. My point is, our neighbors are not just burning paper, wood, natural fiber cloth, food and yard waste, they are burning trash containing plastics, synthetic cloth and chemicals.  Trash burned today contains harmful pollution unheard of years ago.

I am requesting that the Preble Town Board do the right thing - Please seriously consider outlawing Abackyard burn barrels@.  Inform our Preble residents that burn barrels are no longer needed in the Town of Preble.  I have many of the Stop Backyard Burning brochures that I can give to the Town Board to assist them in informing our neighbors that every household should be recycling and having trash pickup.  I have already distributed the brochures to many locations including our Preble Web Site.  There are several trash removal companies that Preble residents can hire for their trash removal.

Even though there is legislation pending in New York Legislature that would prohibit open burning - I suggest that the Town Board be innovation, and consider a law NOW...we should outlaw all burn barrels and inform our neighbors that the burn barrels are potentially one of the largest sources of airborne dioxin and furan emission in the United States per the Environmental Protection Agency.   Dawn L. Lewis
Dawn presented a picture of a neighbor=s burn barrel that was started around 3 o=clock on Sunday and was still smoldering at 4 o=clock.  She had to go inside and shut the door.

Anne, speaking for the Board, apologized for disappointing her by not calling.  I knew we were going to bring this up tonight, otherwise I would have called.  Anne did agree with her 100% for making a law because she has been exposed to this also.

After discussion and comments from the residents, it was decided that we should get a copy of the bill which is in legislation.

A copy of AStop Backyard Burning@ brochure will be placed on the Web site.

 
All residents should be notified and  Dawn has 1000 brochures which she is willing to send out to the residents .  She volunteered to get the material ready and the envelopes, if the Town would pay for the postage

The Town will work with Dawn on this project.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #35:
To pay for postage for the AStop Backyard Burning@ mailing

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Approve General and Highway bills:

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #36:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 4, Nos. 74 to 100, totaling $7,707.41
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #37:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No.4, Nos. 24 to 35, totaling $2,863.70
Anne Brennan(aye)Kate Edinger(aye)  Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

`


There being no further business, John entertained a motion for adjournment.

Anne Brennan made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Peter Knapp.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:37  P. M.  


Respectfully submitted.

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 4/09/2001

