On Monday, May 14, 2001, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, John Steger, with the salute to the flag at 8:08.

Board members present: Anne Brennan, Kate Edinger,  Peter Knapp, and Betty Ann Pitman, Councilmen;

John Steger, Supervisor

Others present: Cindy Taberski, Del Knapp, Dan O=Shea, Dawn & Bill Lewis, Ed Jenney, Larry Nye,  Jeff Griswold, Frank Hogg, Don Armstrong, Max & Marilyn Stoker, Paul & Maureen Knapp, Jay Currie and Mr. Layea, Attorney for Paul & Maureen Knapp.

Additions or corrections to previous month=s minutes:
Dawn Lewis would like it noted in the April minutes that the letter which she read at the April meeting was not the same letter that was sent to the Board members prior to the meeting.  A clarification that it was two different issues.

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #38: To accept the April 9, 2001 minutes as corrected
  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

-No dogs impounded, no complaints, no cruelties, no emergencies, no appearance tickets issued.  There were no stray cats taken in.

JUSTICE REPORT

-$15,187. submitted to the Town of Preble for April

Marilyn asked for permission to attend Justice School at Canton the end of July.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger




RESOLUTION #39:
To grant permission for the Justice  to attend Justice School in Canton the end of July
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-The narrowed part of Preble Hill Rd. was widened from 14 ft. to 22 ft.

-1500 ton of gravel has been stock piled

-Jeff has talked with Bob Currie about reworking Dawson Rd.  He was in full agreement that it needed work and is allowing the highway to dump spoils on his property..

-Have been using the County=s chipper since April 20th
-The pothole is front of the Town Hall has been fixed

-3,000 gallons of calcium chloride has been put down on gravel roads

-The Village of Homer=s street sweeper is at the highway shop.  All residential areas will be swept this week.

Equipment
-Jeff asked for approval from the Board to buy a road broom.  He has three bids:
Goodrich Implement
  $6,396.00

Tracey Rd. Equipment
  $8,125.00

Syracuse Equipment Co.
$10,100.00. 

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman


RESOLUTION #40:
To grant permission to Jeff to purchase a york rake from Goodrich Implement
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

-The County specs/bids came in high at over $114,000 per unit.  State bid works out to about $109.000.  Therefore, Jeff put together a set of specs more suitable to the town.  They should come in around $104,500.  Jeff has asked the Board to pass a resolution to have Don Armstrong look over the specs, advertise for bids and open the bids at the next Board Meeting.

-A new chain saw has been purchased to cut big trees.

Shop
-Amnesty weekend was a large success.  Have already disposed of over 450 tires and 2 30-yard dumpsters of scrap metal.

Personnel:
-Jeff attended the gravel roads course on May 3rd in Broome County.  Good points were conveyed regarding gravel road maintenance.

-Employee Handbook draft is available for review.

Jeff spoke regarding the CHIPS program money, stating there hasn=t been an increase in the fund since the early 1980's.  He is asking the Town Board to pass a resolution to ask the Governor and NYS Legislature to please look at an increase to the CHIPS money due to the higher cost of road oil. 

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #41:
To ask the Governor and the NYS Legislature for their support to increase funding in the CHIPS program due to increased costs.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Regarding the specs for a new truck, a workshop will be held Thursday, May 24th, at 7:30 p.m. for the Town Board, Don Armstrong and Jeff Griswold.  Following discussion, it was decided to make a resolution for the transfer of funds.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #42:
To transfer funds up to a maximum of $110,000.  from the Equipment Reserve Fund to the Highway Fund checking account for the possible purchase of a heavy duty truck, cab and chasis,  with dump body and plow hitches.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

RECREATION


-No report

COUNTY LEGISLATURE
- Max Stoker reported that the night meeting was not well attended.

-May is Foster Parent month.  Cortland County recognized for a family who had 125 foster children.

-Tobacco money discussed - There were differences of opinions as to whether the money should be taken in a lump sum or a portion each year.  It passed to take all 10-9.  The money will be used to pay off debt acquired through capital improvements.


ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

-4 building permits

- Construction value of $172,000

-Fees assessed: $733.

- 1 pending

-13 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD

- Next meeting May 17th
HISTORIAN


- No report.

TOWN CLERK 

-$722.00 Fees collected in April; $18.80 to CC Treasurer,$3.00 to Ag & Markets, $1.50 to NYS DEC and $698.70 to John Steger

Tax Collector -April  interest & penalties $1203.00 to John Steger

DON ARMSTRONG

-Regarding the Post Office lease -Don stated he has 3 drafts of a revised lease.

Original proposal received was for a five-year term with two five-year options; initial 5 years was $5300 annually, and the rental for the second 5-year $5852 annually, and the third 5-year segment $6461 annually.  (10.4% increase)

A letter has been sent to the Postal Service with the cost of the handicap lift.

The Postal Service presented us with a new proposal  - a 10-year lease which would run from December 1, 2001 through November 30, 2011.The rate would increase $100/month or $1200/year. (Lock in for 10 years)

The first 5 years BDecember 1, 2001 - November 30, 2005
$6,500./year

Second 5 year - December 1, 2006 - November 30, 2011
$6,150./year

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #43: 
To sign the proposed ten-year lease with the U. S. Postal Service
$6500. for the  first 5 years; $6150. for the second 5 years
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)
John has received a telephone call that the handicap lift is in and once the base has been completed, the lift will be installed.
A letter has been received from Elinor Currie commending Jeff and the highway department on the clean up of the old cemetery on Currie Road.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A meeting is scheduled for May 16 at 7:30 p.m. for employees to meet with a representative from the New York State Retirement System.

Open Barrel Burning - Don Armstrong called Senator Seward=s office and the bill is in committee, which probably means that the bill is not going anywhere.

John stated that there is a new DEC officer, Bob Rogers.  Asked about open barrel burning.  If someone is burning plastics creating noxious gases, the DEC has jurisdiction to come and look and do an inspection.   For the first checkout, there is a warning.  If there is noxious gases and is creating a air quality problem, the Board of Health gets involved.  The second time, they are subject to a fine; an third time regarding the problem, it is considered a felony.  He feels that the DEC should be given first chance to explore the situations in Town.  If that doesn=t work, will try other avenues.

After discussion, it was decided to let the DEC handle the problem.  If that doesn=t work, we will try something else.

NEW BUSINESS
Knapp Zoning Application - Mr. Andrew Layea, Attorney for Paul & Maureen Knapp, was given the floor regarding the rezoning and resubdivision of 82 acres bordered by Routes 81 and 281 from agricultural to commercial.

Mr. Layea explained the purpose of the rezoning.  The Knapp=s have applied to the NYS Farmland Protection Program for a grant application.  This grant would cover the purchase of development rights of a portion of their Cobblestone Farm.  This purchase of development rights would essentially tie up the development of 82 acres.  The purchase of these rights would go to a nonprofit trust held by the Cortland Business Development Council.   They would hold these rights but the Knapp=s would be permitted to continue their agricultural activities on those 82 acres. This is part of a program instituted in 1996 under the Clean Air Clean Water Bond Act by the State of New York in which they target certain agricultural parcels that are of particular value for growing crops, but because of their location happen to be near areas that may also be targeted for development.  In the interest of preserving continuation of agricultural land, the State has embarked on a program by which commercial rights to good farmland are then purchased and held in trust and that farmland can continue with agricultural purposes.  The purchase of those rights gives the infusion of cash to the owners of the land who can reinvest funds in their operation.

An appraisal of this land will be necessary for the land to be rezoned.  Should the grant not go through, they will provide for the reversion of that zoning back to agricultural.

There is a pending application for subdivision approval before the Planning Board, but at their April meeting, they decided that because this is an action under  SEQR and must undergo environmental review, they believe that because of the rezoning being the precedent needed, they would defer  Lead Agency status to the.

Town Board so they would be SEQR Lead Agency and the Planning Board  would be an involved agency in the process.

Mr. Leyea presented an environmental assessment form which he had completed. 


Following discussion, it was decided to direct Don Armstrong to prepare Local Law for consideration and also to accept Lead Agency status.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #44:
To establish a proposed Local Law changing 82 acres for the Knapp application from agricultural to commercial 
Roll call vote:  Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye) John Steger(aye)

Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #45:
To establish the Town Board as Lead Agency status of the Knapp application

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

The Cemetery Association has requested the purchase of 6 Veteran medallions to hold flags at the cemetery at $24.75 a piece. 

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #46:
To purchase 6 Veteran medallions to hold the flags at the cemetery
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Grievance Day is Wednesday, May 23rd, 5-9 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Grievance complaints can be filed by this date or in person at Review Board.

Cortland County Highway Dept. has requested a permit for the July 4th fireworks and the Antique Car Show which is held in September at Dwyer Memorial Park.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman

RESOLUTION #47:
To grant permits for the 4th of July fireworks and Antique Car Show
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)


The Sheriff has requested to schedule a date and meeting with the Town Board to discuss any suggestions or comments regarding the Sheriff Dept.  Will schedule him for  the June meeting, if he=s able to come..

Regarding the Website, Betty Ann is asking people to give her any information regarding any businesses which we overlooked and also any events coming up.

Any Veteran who would like to participate in the Memorial Day Parade should contact Betty Ann for a ride.

The rear entrance door latch and lock need to be replaced.  When Tom Kile is here to put in the foundation  for the handicap lift, will ask to have repaired.  Anne also requested a new door knob for the office door.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #48:
To replace the rear door latch and lock and get a new handle for the office door.
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)


Approve General and Highway bills:

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #49:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 5, Nos. 101 to 138, totaling $19,276.52
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #50:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 5, Nos. 36 to 55, totaling $7,361.80
Anne Brennan(aye)Kate Edinger(aye)  Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

`


There being no further business, John entertained a motion for adjournment.

Anne Brennan made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Peter Knapp.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:44  P. M.  


Respectfully submitted.

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 5/14/2001

Official 6/11/2001

