On Monday, June 11, 2001, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by Supervisor, John Steger, with the salute to the flag at 8:05.

Board members present: Anne Brennan, Kate Edinger,  Peter Knapp, and Betty Ann Pitman, Councilmen;

John Steger, Supervisor

Others present: Cindy Taberski, Del Knapp, Dan O=Shea, Ed Jenney,  Jeff Griswold, Frank Hogg, Don Armstrong, Jay  Currie, Joyce Snavlin, Bill VanPatten, Anne Henderson, Dave Griswold, Edgar Fish, Julie Ray, Melissa and Frank Sarat, Lee Price and Tom Jewett,  Paul & Maureen Knapp, and Mr. Cronin, Attorney for Paul & Maureen Knapp.

The floor was given to Julie Ray, Assessor for the Town.  She presented a synopsis of the AAnnual Reassessment@.  This reassessment would bring property up to a sales value price. 

If a town-wide update is preferred, it would be done by an outside contractor.

Julie stated that the Board still has the option of proceeding with the Annual Reassessment.  The whole community will be re-evaluated every 2-3 years.   This year 50% of the community has been reappraised; 25% trended, therefore 75% looked at.  Within 3 years, everything will be looked at.

.

Lee Price, Cortland County Sheriff, was introduced and given the floor.  The department is trying to get a new 911 tower and also enlarge the County Jail to accommodate the handicapped inmates and some room for the females.  The Sheriff=s Dept. is always available to help.

Tom Jewett - District Attorney - Works with the Sheriff Dept.  If there are any crime problems in the area that include both the Sheriff=s Dept. and the District Attorney=s office, don=t hesitate to contact Mr. Jewett and he will be glad to work with the Town.

Additions or corrections to previous month=s minutes:
Betty  Ann -(The very last page)- Regarding the Web page  - Change to Aif any businesses which we overlooked - give Betty Ann the information , and also, any events coming up.
Motion made by Anne Brennan, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #51: To accept the May 14.  2001 minutes as corrected
  
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

-2 dogs impounded; 1 still at shelter, 1 redeemed

-1 complaint - dog at large

-1 appearance ticket issued

-There were 4 stray cats brought in to the shelter in May

JUSTICE REPORT

-$25,695. submitted to the Town of Preble for May

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-Jeff received a letter from the NYSDOT regarding projects in Cortland County for 2001/2006.  The meeting will be at the Little York Park Main Pavilion on Tuesday, June 26th at 10:00 a.m.

-Due to a major mechanical problem with the Homer=s sweeper, they won=t be able to finish our residential areas for a while.  Although, through the ingenuity of Jeff=s crew we are using our new broom to sweep and pickup sand from the roads.

-On May 22nd, Jeff received a letter from Carol Levine on Fulmer  Rd. regarding this past winter=s snow removal

-Now ditching and trimming brush on Dawson Rd.  (Also will be on Maple Ridge Rd., Vormwald & Mt. Toppin Rd.)

-Cleanup days went well.  The final totals are:   968 small tires, 4 medium tires and 3 large tires, along with 15 truck loads hauled by this department on the 16th, totaling over 47,540 lbs. Of trash.  We also had Contento=s haul (2) 40 yard dumpsters of trash, one on the 16th and 17th.



.



Equipment
-The new broom is on the Scania and working well

-Thank you to this Board for the time spent at the Aworkshop@ to better understand my ideas for the truck specs.  In talking to vendors at the Highway School, they said prices have come down slightly since the state bids were opened.


Shop:
-The roof over the office has started leaking.  Goddard fixed it once with no guarantees, but it is now leaking in other places.  They are getting a written quote together to reseal the whole roof.




Personnel:


-I attended Highway School in Ithaca last week.  The >buzz@ is about GASB 34 inventory requirements (including roads) for 2003 for towns our size.  Also a complete session was spent on legal matters affecting the Highway Dept.  Another useful topic was an improved way of putting oil and stone down to get 2-3 more years use.  The general session topics ranged from Obtaining Grants to West Nile Virus reduction.

-Jeff and his crew have donated over 30 hours so far to the improvement of the ballfields.

RECREATION


-No report

COUNTY LEGISLATURE
-Max is absent

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

-3 building permits

-Construction value - $26,000

-Fees assessed - $252.

-1 Certificate of Occupancy

-19 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD

- Next meeting June 21st

HISTORIAN


- Anne Henderson called everyone=s attention to the case in the lobby.  With the help of Arlene Thomas, the case will be changed periodically.

-Anne is also requesting any old pictures of Preble 

-Anne is asking permission to get a bench for the front of the Town Hall.   She was instructed to get prices, styles, etc.

TOWN CLERK 

-$344.50 Fees collected in May; $12.07 to CC Treasurer,$3.00 to Ag & Markets, and $329.43 to John Steger

Tax Collector -May  interest & penalties $1209.89 to John Steger

DON ARMSTRONG

Regarding the Post Office lease, the permissive referendum notice went out and published May 18th.  Also, the permissive referendum of the Transfer of the Equipment Reserve was published on May 18th.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Cindy Taberski of the Assessment Review Board presented the report from Grievance Day, May 23rd, to be filed with the Town Clerk.  Copies will be made for the Board.

Joyce Snavlin - Questioning about the resignation of Robert Rittenhouse from the Assessment Review Board.    John stated that a letter has been received from Mr. Rittenhouse submitting his resignation as of May 31, 2001.  The letter was read.  A new member will be appointed in September.

Anne Brennan thanked the Review Board and Julie Ray who did the best they could do with what they got and to be openly criticized on the internet by Mr. Rittenhouse through Frank Hogg=s internet  is sad.  The people who have worked on these committees for 10-15 years and the internet states that they are not objective is degrading.  Mr. Rittenhouse=s comments that the Board should find some younger people is demeaning.  This is not New York City, this is a small town and these comments are not acceptable.  I do commend them for what they did.

Frank Hogg - Regarding the reassessment, he believes we should start over
John Steger - In regard to the assessment situation, the Board made the motion to participate in the program upon the recommendation of Julie Ray on the assessment of our town because she thought it would be good over all.  I think what we didn=t realize was that it was going to take 2 years to accomplish the project; the assumption it was going to be one.  I became aware of some of the problems developing probably 2 weeks before the review date and I had 4 meetings with Julie over different issues.  She volunteered to come to the meeting tonight and put a better explanation on it, which I think she did and what we are trying to accomplish and try to keep the town at 100%.  It will take time to achieve this.

Betty Ann Pitman B The Board of Assessment Review has dealt with this - what are their comments?

  
Del Knapp - Julie knows what should be done.

Bill VanPatten - We are sorry that Mr. Rittenhouse resigned, he was a good addition to the Board , took good minutes and knew what was going on up on the other end of the lake.   We are fortunate to have Julie here.

Dave Griswold - His comment on the reassessment - You can=t go back; you have to go forward!

Cindy Taberski=s comment to Frank Hogg: The amount we have lowered different  people=s assessment isn=t going to do anything to this whole assessment role.

Consensus of the Board regarding the Annual Assessment was to continue with the program.

We will continue with this program and go through it the next 12 month and try to get it completed and up to speed.
Ed Fish, owner of the Preble Hotel, was present to keep the Board abreast of the upcoming AFrog Pull@ on Saturday, June 16th.   Security and sanitation matters have been taken care of.  Expects a good crowd.

John advised that the handicap lift is installed and operational.  There is additional work to be done around it.  New steps will be put between the lift and the wall.

No one was present on the Open Barrel issue.

The door latches and double pain glass for the Post Office door have been installed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NYS Retirement System- It was decided to join the Retirement System; all full time employees are interested.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION NO. 52:
BE IT RESOLVED: that the Town Board of the Town of Preble does hereby elect to participate as an employer in the New York State and Local Employees Retirement System and approves inclusion of its officers and employees in such system, in accordance with any and all of the laws governing such participation as set forth in the Retirement and Social Security Law, as presently or hereafter amended, together with any administrative rule, regulation or directive governing same.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that this election shall become effective on the 1st day of January, 2002.

Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Knapp Zoning Application - The Town Board has been made lead agency and will need a resolution.

A date will be have to set for a public hearing.  Prior to making the resolution, Peter Knapp withdrew from any future involvement in this situation.
Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #53: 
The Preble Town Board will be the lead agency of the 82+ acre Knapp Zoning Application
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Frank Hogg has various questions regarding this property:


1.  Main issue of this is the buffer zone.   As this land is going to be used for Ag, as  the buffer zone law was created to protect noncommercial property, are you planning to include a provision to protect the buffer zone if this is rezoned commercial?

John: I don=t think it will be required.

Don Armstrong: I suggest to the Board that any questions relating to buffer zone or interpretations are not something this Board would entertain.  I think what Mr. Hogg may be
raising is an issue that can be considered at a public hearing and accept as comment of the proposed legislation.

Frank Hogg: Have you considered in order to protect the buffer zone of  rezoning everything but a strip 

between the Nice N Easy land and the Knapp land and leaving that strip as agriculture in order to prevent an interverdant change of the buffer zone law?

John: Not at this time

It is noted that the public hearing is the place to have these questions asked.

The Local Law No. 3 of the Year 2001 was read:

A local law amending the zoning ordinance of the Town of Preble establishing a zone change for a certain 82+ acre premises from agricultural to commercial.

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Preble as follows:

ARTICLE I
The zoning ordinance of the Town of Preble enacted on December 8, 1997, is hereby amended as follows:

That 82+ acre parcel of land presently owned by Paul Knapp and Maureen Knapp known as a portion of tax map No. 27-1-14.1 and bounded on the east by Interstate Route 81, on the south by John Bieber, Dale Mosher and Gale Mosher, Theodore McBride Jr.., Preble Congregational Church, Donald Wright, Edwin Fox, Peter McClure and Rickie McClure, Harley DeShane and Carol DeShane, on the west by Robert and Michelle Allen, Diane Weishaupt Smith, Preble Congregational Church and New York State Route 281, on the south/southwest by Traci Leonard, on the west/southwest by Elmwood Cemetery, on the north by Nice N Easy Grocery Shoppes, Inc., and on the northeast by Paul and Maureen Knapp, formerly zoned agricultural shall be zoned commercial.

ARTICLE II

In the event the premises are not finally approved and accepted into the New York State Farmland Protection Program and a permanent restrictive covenant is placed on the premises and recorded in the County Clerk=s Office prohibiting all future commercial development thereon before the first anniversary date of the effective date of this local law, the premises shall then revert to its original agricultural district status.

ARTICLE III

That the Official Zoning map of the Town of Preble is hereby amended to reflect said zone change.

Pat Cronin, representing Paul & Maureen Knapp, asked to present a couple of proposed additions to the proposed law.  It was decided to have Mr. Cronin give these to Don Armstrong and bring up at the public hearing.

A resolution is needed proposing to set a date for a public hearing.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #54:  
To hold a public hearing regarding the Knapp property on Monday, June 25th , at the Preble Fire Hall at 8:00 p.m.
Anne Brennan(aye), Kate Edinger(aye), Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Don Armstrong asked if this resolution should include referring to the County Planning Board and addressing any environmental issues at the public hearing. Don requested a vote to ratify the corrected resolution.

All in favor.


Resolution to be amended:
RESOLUTION #54:
To hold a public hearing regarding the Knapp property on Monday, June 25th, at the Preble Fire Hall at 8:00 p.m., to forward to the County Planning Board and address any environmental questions.

Anne Brennan(aye), Kate Edinger(aye), Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Bid specs release for truck and plow equipment:

A meeting workshop was held on May 24th.  Specs were finalized.  John asked for comments:

Consensus of the Board is to have the truck here in  the Town of Preble and not stored in Scott.  
Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #55:
To submit the specifications for the heavy duty truck /cab/chasis for bidding purposes and have the bid opening at our next regular meeting on July 9th at 8:00 p.m.
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

A copy of the final version of the bid specs should be attached to minutes.
Peter=s question to Don Armstrong: The Town has the right to accept or reject any bids?

Don=s answer: Correct

NEW BUSINESS
We are in receipt of the local census report.  There will be a copy at the Town Hall for review.

John reported that the roof is leaking and will have someone look into the situation.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #56:
To accept Robert Rittenhouse=s resignation from the Assessment Board of Review with regret
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Betty Ann has had some comments from some elderly people coming into the Post Office about the possibility of installing a full length rail along the side of the sidewalk. John will speak with Tom Kile.

Anne Henderson requests, on behalf of Anne and Darrell,  a letter of support for the application of their 137 acre valley farm located on Clark Road to the New York State Farmland Protection Program.

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #57:
To submit a letter of support for the application of Anne and Darrell Henderson into the New York State Farmland Protection
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Approve General and Highway bills:

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #58:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 6, Nos. 139 to 178, totaling $7,510.75
Anne Brennan(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #59:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 6, Nos. 56 to 73, totaling $19,747.26
Anne Brennan(aye)Kate Edinger(aye)  Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

`


There being no further business, John entertained a motion for adjournment.

Anne Brennan made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Betty Ann Pitman.  Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 10:15  P. M.  


Respectfully submitted.

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 6/11/2001

