Town of Preble Minutes Town Board February 11, 2002

The Town of Preble Town Board met at 8:00 PM on Monday February 11, 2002 at the Preble Town Hall. Members present were Supervisor Bettyann Pitman, Tom Fox, Kate Edinger, Lynette Currie and Peter Knapp. Attorney Donald Armstrong was present to represent the Town. Supervisor Pitman opened the Meeting at 8:00 PM with a salute to the flag and the corrections and approval of the minutes from last meeting.

RESOLUTION

Lynette Currie motioned to approve the minutes from the last meeting as corrected and Peter Knapp seconded the motion. Motion Carried. Vote was 5-0 in favor.

Board reviewed the committee reports. Jeff Griswold is ill and can not attend tonight. Board had questions on the living snow fences.

Board reviewed the Town Clerk fees collected for the month of January and also tax collectors receipts for the month of January.

Don Armstrong discussed the issue of private roads and easements if you can’t get an emergency vehicle through, does the Town have a remedy. Mr. Armstrong stated that fire prevention and building codes require that there be access for emergency vehicles. Mr. Armstrong stated that the Town might want to designate fire lanes. If we establish a fire lane and they become obstructed then we could resort to enforcement under the executive law.  Board discussed the order of remedy that Doug Staley has sent out and what private roads should have fire lanes. Bettyann Pitman stated that you need at least 10 ft wide to get a fire truck through. Frank Hogg questioned the 10ft wide requirements.  Bettyann Pitman stated, right now the only one we have a problem with is Rittenhouse. We have no problem down on your road to Mr. Hogg.

Board discussed unfinished business. Board has not heard back on Little York Lake or the Flashing light. The handrail is complete. We did meet with George Bailey insurance and the swimming pool was left on and we did remove that off.    The roof is on hold until late May or early June. ZBA will hold their meeting the first Thursday of each month and the Planning Board will hold their meetings the third Thursday f each month with the exception of the February meeting, which will be February 28, 2002.  The new flow chart seems to be working well. 

Attorney Don Armstrong discussed the possible regulation changes to subdivisions. Mr. Armstrong gave examples of the Town of Cortlandville and the Town of Groton’s subdivision regulations.  Mr. Armstrong explained what a major and a minor subdivision would be considered by other Townships. Mr. Armstrong stated if you amend the Zoning regulation I think we would need to do a local law. Mr. Armstrong stated that if the Town has some ideas on what changes they want to the Zoning regulation, then you could instruct me to prepare a local law. You could also ask the Planning Board for their input. Cortland County Planning Department is there to help if you have any questions. 

Board discussed senior citizen exemption, which has not been done since July 11, 1994.

RESOLUTION

Kate Edinger motioned to hold a public hearing to raise the senior exemption to 16-5 on the sliding scale and Lynette Currie seconded the motion. Motion Carried. Vote was 5-0 in favor.

Public Hearing will be Monday February 25, 2002 at 7:30 PM and a special Board meeting at 7:45 PM.

Last of unfinished business is a check from State of NY for Real Property Service in the amount of 3,980.00, we kept 1,592.00.

Employees hand book. Work session will be on February 25, 2002 after the special meeting.

NEW BUSINESS   

Board discussed a check received from the Cortland Co. Treasurers office for the Town’s share of surplus money in 2001 for the amount of 117.71.

Agreement for expenditure of the highway money, section 284 of the highway law. Board will hold till March meeting when Jeff Griswold can attend.

Tax rolls and tax collected by Town should be turned in to the County by April 1, 2002. We need a resolution to extent that until June 1, 2002. 

RESOLUTION

Peter Knapp moved to extend the tax collection date until June 1, 2002, until the turn it over to County. Kate Edinger seconded the motion. Motion Carried. Vote was 5-0 in favor.

Next Bettyann stated she had received a letter from Cortland County Legislature Steve Harrington and would like ideas from the County about a professional manager for the County of Cortland. Peter Knapp felt most people who had any interest in politics knows their County Legislature. This makes a move to take that away from people. Board could each send their own opinions in. Supervisor Pitman stated they have received a check from the post office for 541.67.  Next I received a letter from Cortland County soil and water conservation, they are holding a meeting on Wednesday April 13, 2002 at 3:00PM. Lastly I received a letter stating that South Slopes has been extended a tax discount by the IDA.

Meeting opened for Public Comment at 8:40 PM Frank Hogg stated that Will Burrell spoke to 12 members of the Song Lake Association and told them that Song Lake’s water is pristine.

Next Frank Hogg explained the feud between the Rittenhouse’s and the Snavlin’s. Board does not want to get into the middle of the argument.  Frank Hogg stated that I don’t want to see another Jack Morgan situation. Kate Edinger does not feel it anyone’s business. Frank felt were all involved and would like to find a way for everyone to come out with their pride and not feel that the Snavalins are getting back at him. As we all know the Snavlin’s have used the system to get back at him. And to some degree have used the Town Board. It’s the constant one up and shit that will never stop. I’m trying to work out something where we could be done with it.   I don’t know if Bob will go along with it, and say Bob if you leave a clear space and put up these orange cones. An emergency vehicle could drive right over them no problem there. That protects him from the Snavlins using any more than the 8 or 9 feet that they have.  Frank Hogg asked if he could get him to go along with it, would the Board go along with it. Supervisor Pitman would want to go look at it.  Don Armstrong stated that Doug Staley has issued a 30- day and if he is made aware of a situation that brings it into compliance, I think that at that point there is nothing further to be done.  Board felt it would be up to the code officer. Board feels he should come in and discuss this with the Board and Doug Staley. 

Mr. Bruce  Van Patten wanted to know why Tom Van Patten got singled out to tear down a building and clean up brush. I don’t know if Staley got in with Hugh Riehlman and the Judge and made some story or what. There is plenty other piles of brush. Marilyn was complaining about tin flopping on the roof. That’s getting close to telling you how to cut your grass. Supervisor Pitman stated that if Doug gets a complaint he must check it out. Bettyann does not feel brush falls under code issue. Donald Armstrong stated that Code Office acts as a police officer and if they get a complaint they must respond.  Mr. Bruce VanPatten wanted to know who complained. Mr. Armstrong stated that as a result of the investigation he finds a violation, then he takes action accordingly. Yes there are other situations, but he acts on complaints. I will check on the brush situation.  Mr. VanPatten stated that we have been told that May 1st it must be gone. People from outside the Town can file a complaint.

Peter Knapp wanted to know who made that recommendation to clean up the brush. Bruce VanPatten stated that the suggestion came from the Judge.

RESOLUTION 

To pay the general funds abstract number 2, voucher numbers 13-36 for a total of 32,509.25 by Peter Knapp and seconded by Kate Edinger. Motioned carried. Vote was 5-0 in favor.

RESOLUTION 

To pay the Highway bills abstract number 2, voucher numbers 12-29 totaling 4,349.50 by Kate Edinger and seconded by Lynette Currie. Motion Carried. Vote was 5-0 in favor. 

Bettyann Pitman appointed Kate Edinger to look into preservation of the Town Hall.

Board explained that they don’t always know who files a complaint.

Motion to adjourn at 9:02 PM by Peter Knapp and seconded by Lynette Currie. Motion Carried. Meeting ended at 9:02 PM.

UNIOFFICAL

Sharon Cassidy Flint

