On Monday, March 11, 2002, the Preble Town Board held its regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor ,Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:00.

Board members present:  Linette Currie, Kate Edinger, Tom Fox and Peter Knapp, Councilmen. 

Others present: Dan O=Shea,  Jeff Griswold, Don Armstrong, Frank Hogg, Jim Griswold,  Anne Henderson, John Steger, Jay Currie, Nancy Rittenhouse, Bob and Mary Jane Rittenhouse, Larry Michelson, Bill and Donna Rapp, Chris & Justin Hobart, Matt Swayze, Charlotte Morgan, Renee Park and Pat Casey  the Cortland County Democrat Committee Chairman.

Approval of  previous month=s minutes
Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #22: 
 To accept the February 11, 2002 minutes as submitted
  
Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox (aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Linette Currie

RESOLUTION #23: 
To accept the Public Notice minutes and the Special Board Meeting minutes  of February 25, 2002 as submitted
Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox (aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL

-2   stray cats brought to the shelter during February

JUSTICE REPORT

-$7,945. submitted to the Town of Preble for February

HIGHWAY REPORT 

Roads
-Have been cutting trees on good days.

-If weather stays good, may start sweeping as early as next week.

.Equipment
-Everything is working well at this time

Shop:
-Jeff is looking for 6-8 acres of land for a highway garage.

Personnel:

-Jeff had a good time on his vacation and everything went well while he was gone.

RECREATION


-Babe Ruth Little League meeting 3/12/2002

COUNTY LEGISLATURE
-John Steger has been appointed to the Soil and Water District committee.  The bonding for the Emergency Town replacement is on the agenda for the next meeting.  The Ad Hoc committee has been set up to look at the possibility of a County Administrator.  Will take several months for any final action.

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT

-1 building permit pending

-2 Certificate of Occupancies  issued

-26 telephone inquiries

-2 30-day violation notices issued

-1 completed




PLANNING BOARD

- Next meeting is Thursday, March 21st at 7:00 p.m.  Public hearing regarding South Slope (Song Mt.)-- Renewal of permit.

HISTORIAN


-Anne Henderson stated that the Congregational Church (First Presbyterian Church) has been listed on  the National Register of Historic Places.  Anne would like to work on getting the Town Hall building into the National Register of Historic Places.  Dorothy Rofe and Kate Edinger will work with Anne.

Also, the Preble Hotel, built is 1865, is another building to be considered.

TOWN CLERK 

-$816.76 - Fees collected in February;   $12.92 to CC Treasurer,  and $803.84 to Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor

Tax Collector: To Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor B $511.96 for interest and penalties

DON ARMSTRONG

-

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Little York Lake - Water Craft - Have met with the County Highway Department , the Town of Homer and some members of the Town of Preble.  Looking for ideals/suggestions to take to a meeting at the Highway building on March 21st.

Flashing Light - Route 281 & Song Lake Crossing - Letter received from the State requesting a copy of the report of the double fatality.  Report has been sent and an engineer will be looking into the matter.  The street light has been installed..

Employee=s personnel handbook - Board has received copies of the policies of Truxton, Virgil, Marathon and Willet.  A meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 18 at 8:00 p.m.  This will be a work session.

Town Hall Roof - Still on hold with Gallagher Construction

Agreement for the expenditure of highway  money, Section 284 of the Highway Law - Jeff explained what he would be doing to the roads.  Living fences were discussed.  Clark Road bridge was discussed.

Water Quality - High Nitrates - Betty Ann, Linette and John met with Amanda Barber of the Soil and Water.  Advised that there were high nitrates in the water.  Samples will be taken on Wednesday, March 13 if the residents are willing to see what is causing this.  (10.48  in McBride Trailer Park was the highest)   25-30 homes will be tested.

Subdivision change - Regarding minor subdivision plans, discussion of a specific time frame for subdividing  property to speed up the procedure.  The Code Enforcement Office would be able to approve the subdivisions without processing through the Planning Board.  The  Planning Board has been advised and they are in favor.  

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Linette Currie

RESOLUTION #24:
To authorize Don Armstrong to go forward with the new subdivision rights and amend any current rights which may need amending.
Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

NEW BUSINESS
Budget Amendment for 2001 - 
General Fund
Debit 
(Increase) Est. Revenues(A510)

$10,000.

 
(Subsidiary- A1120 Sales Tax)

Debit
(Decrease) Est. Appropriation(A960)
      669.

(Subsidiary- A1620.4 - Building, contr.) 

Credit 
(Increase) Est. Appropriations(A960)


$10,669.

(Subsidiary - A1110.4 -Justice, contr
$    162) 

( A   A1220.4 - Supervisor, contr.

      275)

( A   A1420.4 - Attorney, contr                             149)

( A   A1650.4 - Communications, contr
        79)

( A   A3620.4 - Safety Inspections
                        4)

( A   A9901.9 -Transfer to other funds
 10,000)

       Transfer to Equipment Reserve)

This amendment is necessary to balance accounts at year end.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Tom Fox

RESOLUTION #25:
To accept the General Fund Amendment as presented to balance accounts at year end
Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

Highway Fund
Debit (Increase) Appropriated Reserves

$36,979.

Credit(Increase) Est. Appropriations(DA960)


$36,979.

(Subsidiary -DA5130-2R - Machinery, Equipment)

This amendment is to budget for money used from Equipment Reserve.

Debit(Decrease) Est. Appropriations(DA960)
    $496.

(Subsidiary -DA5120.4 - Bridges, contr.)

Credit(Increase) Est. Appropriations(DA960)


   $496.

(Subsidiary -DA5142.1 - Snow removal, wages   $137)

(>=  DA9030.8 - Social Security                              $359)

This amendment is necessary to balance accounts at year end.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Linette Currie

RESOLUTION #26:
To accept the Highway Fund amendment to balance accounts at year end
  Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

Meeting 3/12 for Emergency Preparedness Training - Meeting at City Hall, 25 Court St. 7 - 9

County Election Board letter - Letter was read and Charlotte Morgan requested that the letter be included with the minutes.  All Board members have received a copy of this letter. A copy of this letter will be attached to the minutes.

Reagan Agency - Form received requesting information regarding our ball teams.  Same has been filled out and returned.

Soil & Water Conservation District - Meeting Thursday, March 28th, 8:30 am - 11:30 am.

Investment Policy -

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Linette Currie

RESOLUTION #27:
To adopt the investment policy which has been presented to the Board members

(Copy attached)
Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

NYS Office of Park & Recreation - First Presbyterian Church - has been approved

New York State Office of Real Property Service - Letter received the 2002 tentative assessment of franchise for information only.

Cortland County IDA - South Slope Development  - Revision of an application for Real Property Tax Exemption
- Item No. 6

Monthly check received from the Post Office for $591.67.   Post Office has requested new ceiling tiles to be replaced in the vestibule.

Burn Barrel - Dawn Lewis has written a letter requesting that burn barrels be disbanded.  Dawn did not attend the meeting.    Chris Hobart stated that she wants to keep her burn barrel.   There is no law for communities with less than 20,000 people. After discussion, it was decided that this is a personal issue and the Town should not get involved.

Fire Lanes- A letter received from Don Armstrong states that the Attorney General=s opinion is that the Town has a duty to maintain access roads and fire lanes for fire and other emergency purposes.

Betty Ann and Jeff traveled the Town and measured the distance of the following roads:   Cummings Point, Evans Road, Madden Lane, Old Wood Road, Rittenhouse Square, St. Charles Bay Road, Snavlin Road, West Rittenhouse Road, Stevens Road, Goodale Lake Road, Green Lake Road and North Green Lake Road. (List is attached)

Don suggested that these roads be given a number to designate them as fire lanes, setting some kind of minimum width making sure there is enough space for emergency vehicles.  Also suggested that someone from the Board or a representative from the fire department to complete the inventory of roads and have discussion with  the County to establish a logical and appropriate way to number the fire lanes.  Once completed, the list would be returned to the Board for a resolution establishing the fire lanes and buy some number signs or labels and post them.  Possible road widths should be considered.  Peter commented on getting information from other towns on how this type of matter is taken care of.  He also suggested that Song Mountain=s entrance be considered.

Betty Ann will contact other towns and report back at the April meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Frank Hogg - Commented on the fire lane matter and the burn barrel issue.  He also stated that he had put the letter regarding Charlotte Morgan on his Website.

Bob Rittenhouse - Requested to have his letter of March 9 read and have included in the minutes.  Letter was read and a copy will be attached to the minutes.

Bill Rapp - Made comment that in the 20 years he has lived in Rittenhouse Square, he has never seen the Snavlin=s pick up as much as a stick from the right-a-way.

As  the letter from the Rittenhouse family was just received Monday afternoon by Betty Ann, further discussion of the Rittenhouse Order to Remedy Violations letter is tabled until the April meeting.  

Approve General and Highway bills:
Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Linette Currie

RESOLUTION #28:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 3,  Nos. 39 to 61, totaling $5,138.15

Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

Motion made by Betty Ann Pitman, seconded by Anne Brennan

RESOLUTION #29:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 3, Nos. 30 to 38, totaling $3,412.49

Linette Currie(aye) Kate Edinger(aye) Tom Fox(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)

There being no further business, Betty Ann asked for a motion to adjourn.

Tom Fox moved the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Linette Curie.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 03/11/2002

