On Monday, April 14, 2003, the Preble Town Board held its monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor, Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:05.  

Board members present:, Kate Edinger and Peter Knapp,  Councilmen.

Others present; Don Armstrong, Frank Hogg, Dan O=Shea, John Steger, Anne Henderson and Joyce Snavlin

CORRECTIONS/APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #25:
To accept March 17, 2003 minutes as submitted
Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

DOG CONTROL:
-6 Cruelties - 2 neglect of cats; 4 neglect of dogs

-No stray cats taken to  the shelter in March

JUSTICE REPORT:
$14,737. submitted to the Town of Preble for March

HIGHWAY REPORT:
Roads
-We spent 2 days cleaning up from the damage caused by the ice last weekend

-All roads are passable at this time other than Vormwald Rd.  (The culvert washed out approximately 1/3 of the way up.

-Had started sweeping on 3/21, continued until 3/28(started snowing).  Will continue after road problems have been fixed.
Equipment
-Most winter attachments have been removed.  As time permits, attachments will be cleaned and painted.

-Chevy had a tire go flat.  Found heavy rust on 2 front rims.   Replaced 2 rims, cleaned and painted two others and mounted new tires.

-Jeff would like to ask the board to pass a resolution to purchase a mower tractor under state bid.

Shop:
-Nothing to report

Personnel:
-Jeff would like permission to attend the Highway School at Cornell in June.

-Carl Bush, Joe Eggleston and Jeff traveled to Albany on 3/12 as part of a statewide push to maintain the CHIP=S funding.

Other:
-Private Road signs - I talked with Mr. Rittenhouse on 3/28 regarding placing a >private road= sign near the right-of-way.  He stated that he didn=t want the sign on his property.  On 4/2, Betty Ann and I spotted the remaining signs.  They were put up the following day.

-Spring Clean-updays will be on Saturday, May 10th and Sunday, May 11th, from 7:00 A. M. - 4:00 P. M. both days.

There will be no fee for these items:

-White goods, steel, iron and tin

-Tires 16" and under without rims

-Small bundles of yard waste less than 7' long and 4' in diameter

Any questions should be directed to the highway department,

Monday - Thursday from 6:00 - 4:30 or leave a message.

Under NO circumstances should the following items be brought:

-Hazardous materials or their containers

-Paint cans with any liquid paint left in them.

-Household garbage, (i.e. food wastes)

RECREATION:
-Peter mentioned that he will be going to Cazenovia Equipment to look at a new mower.

-At the recreation meeting it was decided to fix the roof over the kitchen and fix the concrete.  Ball teams are down this year.

COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
-Tower project is still in process.  All bids are coming in higher than they did on the original larger building.

-County still looking for County Administrative person.  Talked about consolidating 
-Highway signs for the lake have been processed and forwarded to the County Attorney for review.
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT:
-2 building permits granted

-Construction value - $76,200.

-Fees assessed - $289.00

-1 pending

-1 Certificate of Occupancy issued

-24 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD:

-Meeting April 24th at 7:00 o=clock
WATER PROTECTION & UPDATE ZONING, LAND USE PLAN

COMMITTEE:


-Meetings being held; committee believes the aquifer protection is the most important but are currently working on the Zoning Ordinance.
HISTORIAN:


-At a recent meeting, there was some interest expressed regarding a Historical Society. She will try another meeting in May.

TOWN CLERK:

$535.00 - fees collected in February;  Disbursed  $17.10  to the CC Treasurer; $6.00 to Ag & Markets; $53.85 to the DEC and $458.05 to Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor
DON ARMSTRONG:

Attended the last meeting of the Water Protection & Update Zoning, Land Use Plan Committee.  He thought it was helpful both for him and the committee.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Nitrates in Water
-Another sampling was taken; some are higher.  The County will send notices to individuals.

Computel Consultants 
-A letter has been received and will be reviewed in Executive Session.

Little York Lake -
-Signs still not up.

Heater in Vault -
The heater/AC is still on order.

Niagara Mohawk-
Have  request from NiMo for resolution granting installation of a light on Route 11 by David George=s home.   Betty Ann also mentioned that if anyone sees a street light out, they should notify her as we receive a credit of $.23 a day.

Alarm System -

On hold

NEW BUSINESS
Rent from Post Office - $541.67 received

Insurance Bailey & Reagan -Following discussion, it was decided to go with Bailey because of the better benefits and having all our insurance with one carrier.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #26:
To authorize the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Bailey Insurance for the recreation insurance.

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Thoma Development Consultants - Empire Zone - Two businesses in Preble are included; Paul Bunyan Products and Kennedy Hardwood.  A resolution is be included in the package that will be submitted to New York State at the end of April.  Don will check to see whether there is any impact of the Town.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #27:
To approve the revision of the Zone configuration to allow additional businesses to participate, pending the results of Don Armstrong=s investigation.

Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye) 
James Seward - A letter was received from Senator Seward thanking the Board for their interest regarding S.622.

Pushback - tax burden - A letter received urging officials to contact the Governor and Senator regarding the increasing tax burden onto local taxpayers.  Following discussion a resolution was made.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knap

RESOLUTION #28
Authorizing Betty Ann to issue a letter to Governor Pataki and Senator Seward urging the Governor and the Legislature to avoid increasing real property taxes as a method of solving the current budget crisis
Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

County Highway Dept. - A letter received from the Cortland County Highway Department requesting permits for the July 4th fireworks being held on July 3rd with a rain date of July 6; and September 14th for the Antique Car Show.   They have also requested that a fire truck be available for the fireworks.

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #29:
To grant request for permits to the Cortland County Highway Dept. for the July 4th fireworks being held on July 3rd and the Antique Car Show in September  



Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

State Board of Real Property Service - A notice of tentative Special Franchise Assessment for NYSEG, Niagara Mohawk Power Corp., Verizon New York, Inc., and Time Warner

Dawn Lewis to Donna Kraft - Regarding the burn barrels in Tully.  There was a meeting in Tully which Betty Ann and Kate attended.  The residents in Tully feel the same as Preble that they don=t want plastic and tires burned but want to keep their burn barrels.  

Tom Fox Resigns - A letter of resignation has been received from Tom stating that he has taken a new position in Kennebunk, Maine.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #30:
To accept, with regret, Tom Fox=s resignation
Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Time Warner - Time Warner and AT&T have restructured and will be known as TWE.

Tractor request by Jeff Griswold - Jeff has requested a new mower tractor to replace the 1975 Case/David Brown tractor. The new tractor would be a Model TN70 Ford New Holland off state bid.  Current state bid price is $25,234.00.  Following some discussion it was decided to table the item.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #31:
To table Jeff Griswold=s request for a new mower tractor
Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Replacement for Council person - The Board has decided to replace Linette Currie=s position of the Board with Nancy Baldwin.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #32:
To appoint Nancy Baldwin to replace Linette Currie on the Board until 12/31/2003
Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #33:
To move to executive session in regard to Niagara Mohawk and a possible litigation matter.  (8:45)
Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #34:
To exit executive session (8:52)

Kate Edinger (aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)

Following executive session, Don announced that there was no action taken at this point.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Joyce Snavlin asking the placement of the new private road signs.  As per Jeff=s report, it was noted that Bob Rittenhouse did not want the >private road= sign on his property.  All other signs have been properly placed.   
.

APPROVE GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BILLS:
Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #35:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 4, Nos. 60 to 83, totaling $4,543.88
Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye) 

Motion made by Tom Fox, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #36:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 4, Nos. 26 to 36 totaling $3,189.39

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Betty Ann Pitman(aye)
Kate moved to adjourn meeting, seconded by Peter; meeting adjourned 9:00.

.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane W.. Davenport

Unofficial 04/14/2003

