On Monday, September 13, 2004, the Preble Town Board held its monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor, Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:13 due to the Board having a tour of the Barden Home facility.

Board members present:, Kate Edinger, Peter Knapp, Dick Martin and Dave Morse, Councilmen.

Others present; Don Armstrong, Frank Hogg, Jeff Griswold, Jim Griswold, John Steger, Joyce Snavlin and Anne Henderson.

CORRECTIONS/APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
There was a correction to the August minutes.

Motion made by Dick Martin, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #47:
To accept the August 9, 2004 minutes as corrected

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dick Martin (aye) Dave Morse(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

DOG CONTROL:
-July report - 1 dog impounded; 1 redeemed

-1 dog at large

-One stray cat taken to the shelter in July

JUSTICE REPORT:
$3,180. submitted to the Town of Preble for August

HIGHWAY REPORT:

Roads:


-On 8/16 Jeff met with Bob Burkley at Thomas Albert Drive.  He pointed out a few areas 

that needed attention.  On 8/24, Jeff met with Tim Buell,Doug Wilcox and Pete Iwanicki,  

They made the changes by 8/28 and on the 29th, heavy rains proved that the changes 

worked.  At this time Jeff recommends the Town of Prebleaccept the Dedication of 

Thomas-Albert Drive as a Town Road.

-On 8/18 the crew did a complete reconstruction of East Hill Rd. and Dawson Rd. 

intersection.

-On 8/19, they replaced the culvert on the town line with a 60" x 50' “squash” pipe.

-Approximately 4 miles of road has been oil and stoned.

Shop:
-Nothing to report
Equipment:
-They have been using the new roadside mower

Personnel:
-Nothing to report

RECREATION:
-
There are no more schedules parties for the park so the water has been turned off.

COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
-John Steger reminded everyone of the Republican Primary on Tuesday.  He also mentioned the rabies clinic and the possibility of not having it because there are not enough animals brought to the clinic.  Also mentioned the fact that a referendum will be on the fall ballot regarding the County Treasurer’s position; whether it should be appointed or elected.

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT:
-3 building permits pending

-Construction value $35,360.

-Fees assessed $255.

-1 pending

-2 Certificates of Occupancy issued

-35 telephone inquiries

-Issued 30-day notice

-2 pending in court

PLANNING BOARD:
-September  meeting is the 23rd  at 7 o=clock
HISTORIAN:

-Anne has scheduled a meeting for September 29 regarding town history, fire department and auxiliary.  On October 20 a meeting regarding the Little York history. 

TOWN CLERK:
-$1139.00 - fees collected in August;  Disbursed  $16.45 to CC Treasurer; $3.00 to Ag & Markets,  $264.64 to the DEC, and $854.91 to Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor
DON ARMSTRONG:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Nitrates

-Betty Ann stated that the  Cortland County Health Dept. has  notified the owners of the three trailer parks that they have to correct the nitrates in their wells.  We are still waiting for passage of the state budget to do more tests.

Rittenhouse Road -
Betty Ann stated she has heard nothing

Tower & Wireless Facilities - Information to be included with the new changes to the Water Protection & Zoning, Land Use Plan.

Water Protection & Zoning, Land Use Plan -
On hold until next meeting. 

Property of Song Mt. Road - Letter received from Lawyer Riehlman asking the Town Board to ignore the illegal subdivision for Song Mountain.  The Board decided that the matter should be taken care of in the usual manner.

Carpet has been installed in the hallway.

Barden Homes Road (Thomas Albert Drive) - Don is reviewing legal issues and questions regarding taxes on the road were brought up.  After some discussion, the subject was tabled until the October meeting.

New York State Dept. of  Labor (Violations) -Jeff reported that all violations have been resolved and taken care of. 

NEW BUSINESS
Post Office Checks - Check for $541.67 received

State of New York - Check for $600.00 received for child and family services.

Hawkins & Foley Light Industry - Requests from land owners to change their farmland to light industrial between

Routes 81 and  281.  To be brought before the Planning Board and then to the County Planning Board.

Farm Protection - Currie & Knapp - John Currie and Paul Knapp have asked for the Board’s support of their putting their farms into the Farm Protection Program.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #48:
To approve having letters written to the Farm Protection Program supporting John Currie and Paul Knapp’s decision to get into the program.

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)
Association of Towns -A letter has been received from the Association regarding a new law which governs the disposition of fines and penalties collected in connection with convictions pursuant to the Vehicle and Traffic Law.  The new legislation would give the State the monies which previously been returned to the local government.  Following discussion, it was decided to have letters written to our Representative and Senator expressing the Board’s opposition.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp 

RESOLUTION #49:
A letter be written to our Representative and Senator regarding a resolution supporting that fine fees be returned to the Town.  
Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RESTORATION OF TRAFFIC FINE REVENUE
WHEREAS, Vehicle and Traffic Law, 1803 governs the disposition of fines and penalties collected

in connection with convictions pursuant to the Vehicle and Traffic Law; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2004, effective August 20, 2004, changed the distribution 

of the fines taking them away from municipalities and placing them in the State Treasury; and

WHEREAS, this change in the fine and penalties distribution formula will result in a loss to local

taxpayers of more than $20 million in fine monies – monies which have historically been used to

fund justice court operations; and
WHEREAS, The Town of Preble will likely lose $25,000. in anticipated fine revenues; and

WHEREAS, this State Budget provision with its immediate effective date will result in 

significant 2004 deficits and will negatively impact town property tax rates for 2005; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town of Preble calls for the restoration of the original fine distribution 

formula in order to provide towns with necessary revenues to fund justice court operations;

AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that the Town of Preble urges the passage of legislation introduced by Senator 

Bonacic (S.7757) and Assemblyman Cahill which amends the Vehicle and Traffic Law to 

restore this source of revenue to local governments; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the governor George E. Pataki; Joseph L. Bruno, 
Majority Leader of the Senate; Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the Assembly; Senator 

Elizabeth Little,  Chair of the Local Government Committee; Assemblyman Robert Sweeney,

 Chair of the Local    Government Committee; Senator Owen Johnson, Chair of the Finance

 Committee; Assemblyman Herman D. Farrell Jr., Chair of the Ways and Means Committee;

 Senator John A. DeFrancisco, Chair of 
Judiciary Committee; Assemblywoman Helene E. Weinstein, Chair Judiciary Committee;  James L. Seward, State Senator - 51st District and Brian M. Kolb, Member of Assembly - 129th District.
New York Dept. of Labor - A letter received from the Department of Labor informing  the town that all contracts let by a public entity awarding a public work contract must include a prevailing wage schedule regardless of the cost of the project.

Real Property Office - A letter received stating that the valuation date will be changed to July 1st.

Pastor Brown has asked to use the building for their Sunday night meeting.  All Board members agreed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Anne Henderson is asking what happens to an abandoned road    She is referring to the Clark Road where they have land and the state is using it.  Don mentioned that it goes back to the owners on each side of the road.

Mark Suben was present.  He is running on the Democrat ticket for Cortland County District Attorney.  He spoke of his qualifications and his past experiences.    He also spoke about the crime and drug problems.

APPROVE GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BILLS:

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #50:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 9, Nos. 196 to 213, totaling $4,639.90

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)


Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dick Martin

RESOLUTION #51:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 9, Nos. 54 to 68, totaling $45,639.98

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Dick Martin

RESOLUTION #52:
To go into executive  session at 9:11 regarding the purchase of land for the Town Garage. 

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)
Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger

RESOLUTION #53:
To exit executive  session at 9:43.
Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)
The public did not return to the Boardroom.

The workshop for the budget is scheduled for September 27th at 7:30.

Kate moved to adjourn, seconded by Dick..  Meeting adjourned 9:47.

Respectfully submitted,

Unofficial 9/13/2004




Jane W. Davenport
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