On Monday, December 13, 2004, the Preble Town Board held its monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor, Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:00.

Board members present:  Kate Edinger, Peter Knapp,  Dick Martin and Dave Morse, Councilmen. 

Others present:  Don Armstrong, Dan O’Shea. Jeff Griswold, Calvin Griswold, Frank Hogg, John Steger and Connie Vormwald

CORRECTIONS/APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dick Martin

RESOLUTION #72:
To accept the November 8, 2004 minutes as corrected

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dick Martin (aye) Dave Morse(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

DOG CONTROL:
- No report received

JUSTICE REPORT:
$9,090. submitted to the Town of Preble for November

HIGHWAY REPORT:

Roads:


-The mild weather has allowed the highway dept. to do a few sping projects: put down .

gravel, cutting trees and digging out stumps
Shop:
-There was a fire inspection last week.  (Waiting for report)
-Fire extinguishers are being tested on Tuesday
Equipment:
-All equipment is ready to go

-New chains have been built for the grader.

Miscellaneous:
-The Board was given a copy of the section 284 agreement for 2005

-The Board was also given copies of fleet management guidelines handed out by the 



Comptroller’s office.
Personnel:
-Nothing to report

RECREATION:
-
The Christmas party was a huge success.  The attendance at the Christmas auction was small but netted $132.00. 


COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
-John Steger reported that the County budget has been passed with a 3% increase.  A new County Highway Superintendent has been appointed - Don Chambers.  The recycling center is under construction.  Larry Cornell has been voted out as majority leader; Paul DiGiovanni is the new leader.  John will miss the January meeting due to a knee replacement.

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT:
-3 building permits granted

-Construction value $140,700.

-Fees assessed $485.

-22 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD:
-December meeting is the 16th  at 7 o=clock
HISTORIAN:

-Anne was absent.

TOWN CLERK:
-$637.00 - fees collected in November.  Disbursed  $12.92 to CC Treasurer;   $77.48 to the DEC,  and $546.60 to Elizabeth Pitman, Supervisor
DON ARMSTRONG:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Fines in local court -
Several letters have been received including one from the Association of Towns.  A letter is to be written to Governor Pataki requesting that the money be returned to the towns.

Motion made by Dick Martin, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #73:
To send a letter  to Governor Pataki requesting that the monies from fines be returned to the town.

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dick Martin(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

Tower & Wireless Facilities Water Protection & Zoning, Land Use Plan-The Planning Board is still working on the plan; possibly another couple of months.

Property on Song Mt. Road - Don stated that a subdivision has been filed and variances are needed.

Barden Homes Road (Thomas Albert Dr.) speed -Cortland Highway requested the State to investigate.  They anticipate 2-3 months.

Hawkins & Foley zone change - The County Planning Board has made recommendations.  The SEQR was completed.  Dick had suggestions which were discussed and would like to add.  Following discussion, the following resolution was made. 

Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #74:
To adopt a negative declaration regarding the Hawkins/Foley zone change
Kate Edinger(Abstain) Peter Knapp(aye) Dick Martin(nay) Dave Morse(aye)

Elizabeth Pitman(aye)

Don suggested that they could vote on the zone change but Betty Ann stated they would table the matter until next month. 


. 

Snowmobile signs - The addition of arrows on the signs seems to have resolved any questions.

Post Office furnace - The furnace which broke down in the Spring needs to be replaced.  The Holbrook quote of last February was for $2764.  It was suggested to get new quotes from Agway and EV.  Matter tabled.  Betty Ann will contact the vendors. 

NEW BUSINESS
Post Office Checks - Check for $541.67 received

Check received from Cortland County Mortgage - $8454.

David Vormwald request zone change - Connie Vormwald is present representing her brother-in-law, David.  He is requesting that approximately 40 acres of his mother’s farm be converted from agriculture to commercial.  After discussion, it was decided that a better plan should be presented before changing..

Doug  Staley contract - His contract was reviewed.  They would like the time schedule changed. Dan O;Shea mentioned that recently it took 2 weeks to get something done which shouldn’t have taken that long.   Betty Ann will talk with Doug.  Matter has been tabled until the year end meeting.

The year end meeting will be Monday, December 27.

A letter from Time Warner was received stating they will be raising their rates.

Dick Martin brought up the subject of the vault where the town’s records are kept.  Betty Ann stated that the matter will be taken care of by Jane and Anne Henderson. He gave everyone a copy of a Records Retention & Disposition resolution. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Frank Hogg mentioned that he was happy with what Doug Staley had done for him.

APPROVE GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BILLS:

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #75:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 12, Nos. 267 to 294, totaling $13,489.95

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)


Motion made by Dick Martin, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #76:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 12, Nos. 97 to 114, totaling $20,599.60

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #77:
To enter into executive session at 9:21regarding the purchase of land.

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)


Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Dick Martin

RESOLUTION #78:
To exit executive session at 9:44

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye)Richard Martin(aye) David Morse(aye)


The public did not return.

There being no further business, Betty Ann asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Kate, seconded by Peter; meeting adjourned at 9:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Unofficial  12/13/2004




Jane W. Davenport

Official 01/10/2005





Town Clerk
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