On Monday, February 9, 2004, the Preble Town Board held its monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor, Betty Ann Pitman, with the salute to the flag at 8:00.

Board members present: Kate Edinger, Peter Knapp, and Dave Morse, Councilmen.

Others present:   Dan O’Shea, Vicki Monty , Jim Griswold, Frank Hogg, Dawn Lewis, Joyce Snavlin, Mike Shafer from RS&S, John  Steger and Melissa Sarat.

CORRECTIONS/APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Motion made by Kate Edinger,  seconded by Peter Knapp

RESOLUTION #8:
To accept the January 12,  2004 minutes as submitted

Kate Edinger(aye), Peter Knapp(aye), Dave Morse(aye)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
DOG CONTROL:
-December report 

 - No complaints, no emergencies, no cruelties

 - 1 stray cat taken to the shelter in December



JUSTICE REPORT:
$6,430. submitted to the Town of Preble for January

HIGHWAY REPORT:


Roads
-Nothing to report

Equipment
-The Scania is down at this time.  An estimate of repair is $3800.00.  Jeff is currently investigating the best course of action to take regarding the truck.

-1991 Ford 4630 with a 6' tiger flail mower is available.  It is in Waverly.  New Holland Binghamton wants $13,000. for the tractor mower.  Due to the weather, Jeff has been unable to look at it.

-Diesel fuel is up to $1.28 per gallon.

Personnel:
-All is well at this time.

-On March 6th, the NYS Town Highway. Superintendent’s Association is going to Albany to lobby for a 10% increase in CHIP’s funding.  CHIP’s has not been increased in over 10 years.  Jeff plans on attending.

Shop:
-Nothing to report

RECREATION:
-
-N/A

COUNTY LEGISLATURE: 
- John arrived late after attending Scott’s monthly meeting.  He announced that the Legislature will be meeting the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  Committee meetings will be held mornings (from 6:30 to 8:00).

ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT:

-18 telephone inquiries

PLANNING BOARD:
Meeting will be held February 26th  at 7:00

WATER PROTECTION & UPDATE ZONING, LAND USE PLAN

COMMITTEE:

Peter reported that the meeting scheduled in January was cancelled due to the weather.
HISTORIAN:

Anne was absent

TOWN CLERK:
-Fees collected $264.00;   Disbursed - $27.02 to the CC Treasurer; $9.00 to Ag & Markets, $4.72 to the DEC, and $223.26 to Elizabeth Pitman
DON ARMSTRONG:
Vicki Monty was sitting in for Don.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Brian Kolb - Grant
- The application has been completed and returned.

Barden Homes -  
- The DOT has asked to be included in the SEQR application, property north of the new road and in  front.  A letter has been sent which is automatic by the Planning Board.  The project has been started..

Association of Towns and Villages for Cortland County 


- Betty Ann and Kate attended the meeting.  They feel it will be very beneficial to the towns once it is up and going.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 19 at 6:00 p.m.

Rittenhouse Road 
-Mike Shafer was available on behalf of the Rittenhouse’s explaining that the roadway  was constructed by Bob and Mary Jane Rittenhouse and now would like the town to take it over.  He has also spoken with the Town of Tully regarding their portion of the road and  Mr. Lund feels that if the Town of Preble is prepared to go ahead, he is sure the Town of Tully could enter into some discussions in an inter-municipal agreement .  Copies of the survey were laid out before the board.  Mr.  Shafer stated that the 17 homes in the Rittenhouse Square are assessed at $2,200,000.

Following discussion, Betty Ann stated  that a County Engineer would check the 



road to see whether it is within specs. .


.








Thank you for support for Collateral Source Bill -

Letters have been received thanking the board for supporting the Collateral Source Bill.

.

NEW BUSINESS

Post Office check received - $541.67
Check received from Cortland County Treasurer  - $89.21 received which is surplus money for dogs

Final Sales Tax -
Check received for $23,054.80; total year $253,652.30

Dawn Lewis - Burn Barrels
-Dawn was given the floor.  She presented pictures of a resident using their burn barrel all day in July and October.  It was stated that the DEC has a law covering the burning .  After much discussion, Dawn would like a informational meeting and get other residents’ opinions.  It was decided to hold the informational meeting prior to the March meeting to be held March 8th at 7:30 for the purpose of public comments relative to burn barrels.

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #9:
To hold an informational meeting  on March 8th, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose of public comments relative to burn barrels.
Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)
6-year compare
- The 6-year comparison from the Office of the State Comptroller, Division of Municipal Affairs was received (Copy attached).

Furnace

-The Post Office furnace had to have a new burner motor installed by Agway.  It is noted that the furnace is in rough shape and all furnaces were cleaned by Holbrook.  Both Agway and Holbrook said the Post Office furnace was in bad condition.  A quote has been received from Holbrook for $2764.

A thank you note from Marilyn Stoker was read, thanking the board for the luncheon in her honor, upon her retirement.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

John Steger, making mention of the Rittenhouse Road, stated that when proposed previously, that tests were to be taken and  there is a problem with water crossing the road; road may have to be raised and culverts put in.

APPROVE GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BILLS
Motion made by Peter Knapp, seconded by Kate Edinger
RESOLUTION #11:
To pay the General Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 2,  Nos. 18 to 42 totaling $5,658.55

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dave Morse

RESOLUTION #12:
To pay the Highway Fund Vouchers, Abstract No. 2,  Nos. 4 to 8,  totaling $3,558.25

Kate Edinger(aye) Peter Knapp(aye) Dave Morse(aye)

Julie Ray, the Assessor for the Town, is scheduled to arrive to discuss equalization in the town.  Therefore Betty Ann chose to take a break  until she arrived. 

 Julie stated that in late 2000, the Preble Town Board committed to participating in New York State’s new program whereby a town keeps the assessments at 100% by virtue of the fact that the assessor looks at all te assessments every year and decides if adjustments are necessary to keep all assessments at market value.      A list of sales in the town was presented to the Board members and there was a  suggested increase of 7 to 10%.  After much discussion, the Board did not decide on an answer at this time but will have to make a determination at the March meeting.
Motion made by Kate Edinger, seconded by Dave Morse to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00.
Respectfully submitted,

Jane W. Davenport

Unofficial 2/9/2004

