Minutes for the Town of Preble Planning Board

August 28, 2003

The Town of Preble Planning Board met on Thursday August 28, 2003 at 7:00 PM at the Preble Town Hall. Members present were Chairman Dean Smith, Barb Albro, Tom Van Patten and Beth Brill. Peter Reppenhagen has resigned and Chris White was absent.

The Town Supervisor Elizabeth Pitman was also present.  Mrs. Pitman explained where the Town Board is with the proposed Zoning Change and the Barden Homes Application.

Mrs. Pitman stated that the Town Board also has a zoning change application from Francis Foley and that the Town Board is considering changing the zoning up to the County line as light industrial.

The re-zoning would also include the Hawkins property. Mrs. Pitman asked the Planning Board for their input and comments. Barb Albro asked if this area was protected by the aquifer. Mrs. Pitman stated no. Board discussed the proposed changes and Planning Boards comments to the Town Board.  Tom Van Patten and Barb Albro felt that the re-zoning was a good idea and stated that the agricultural industry is dying. Beth Brill felt the same way. 

Chairman Smith felt that the Town Board should reassess the agricultural zoning. Smith felt that the only con to the re-zoning was that this is some of the best land in the State. He also stated it would be great commercial property. Board discussed the difference between light industrial and commercial.

Board reviewed the Zoning Ordinance. Board reviewed the referral from Cortland County Planning Board. Board reviewed the maps and location of the proposed zoning change.

The Board felt that if you approve one zone change how you could deny another zone change on the same strip. 

Barb Albro motioned to recommend zoning change for Barden Homes based on the promotion of employment, increased tax base, the declining agricultural industry, and it is the type of business that the Town would like to attract. Tom Van Patten seconded the motion. Vote was 3-0 in favor with 1 absent 1 abstained.

Board also recommends that the whole strip be changed for all the same reasons.                Chairman Smith stated that this was his last meeting. Tom Van Patten motioned to adjourn and Barb Albro seconded. Motion Carried.  Meeting closed at 8:00PM

Respectfully, 

Sharon Cassidy Flint 

