
Minutes of the Planning Board 

August 24, 2011 

 

 Members present:  James Harris, Barbara Albro, James Seamon, Nathan Currie.   Absent:  

Donna Doody.  Also present, Town Attorney Donald Armstrong and Town Engineer to the Song 

Lake View subdivision application, Paul Sheniman. 

 

 The meeting opened at 7:05 P.M.   Motion to move to Executive Session  for the purpose 

of discussing potential litigation made by James Seamon, seconded by Barbara Albro, all in 

favor, the motion carried.   Motion to come out of Executive Session at 7:53 P.M., made by 

Barbara Albro, seconded by Nathan Currie, all in favor, the motion carried. 

 

 New Business:   Application of John and Barbara Dafoe for a minor subdivision.   The 

Dafoe’s were invited to present on their subdivision  request.  Mr. Dafoe explained to the board 

that he is the co-owner of 198 acres of land.  He is looking to split out  6.3 acres to create a 

separate tax parcel.   His house is currently on this parcel.   In reviewing the application and 

survey map,  it was noted by Town Attorney Armstrong that it does  not meet the minimum 150 

ft. of road frontage.   They will either need to amend the map to meet the frontage requirements  

or apply for a variance.    No further action by the Board was taken on the application tonight. 

 

 Old Business:   Song Lake View subdivision.   Chairman Harris stated that the Phase I 

archaeological survey had been completed and the report submitted to the Board.   The 

conclusion was that the project area showed a distinct lack of Native American cultural material.  

At this point the AS/RMSC has no basis to designate a historic archaeological site within the 

APE.   

 

In attendance at the meeting was the applicant’s new Attorney, Jan Kublick.  Mr. Kublick  stated 

that he is  waiting to hear back from County Health on their concerns pertaining to the 

subdivision map.  There has been a recent change in personnel  at County Health, hence the 

delay.   Mr. Kublick stated they are hoping to have a face-to-face meeting, currently scheduled 

for the 3
rd

 week in September.  His main purpose tonight was to present and answer questions 

concerning the Phase I Archaeological report. 

 

  Chairman Harris asked if he would also report on the status of the work surrounding the 

snowmobile trail to which Mr. Kublick  stated  he understands that the applicant is clearing some 

trees to use for firewood.  James Harris stated there appears to be more logging going on and 

new skid trails have resulted.    Mr. Kublick said he had not discussed this with Mr. Shirley but 

thought he was removing some unwanted thorn apple trees.  Mr. Harris referred to a letter the 

Board received from  Terry Orr stating concerns with the new logging  and the apparent spring 

rights they have. He noted they have deeded access to the spring.  Mr. Orr asked to speak and 

explained the spring is located beyond the end of lot (7) and that the spring is 30 to 40 ft up the 

mountain side, which is actually located on lot (3).  Although the pipe is not operational at this 

point, they would like to be able to access the spring in the future.  He believes the easement 

needs to be shown on lot (3), on the survey map.     

 



 Mr. Harris further asked about the recommendations list the applicant received 

from the County.  Mr. Kublick believes that most of those concerns have been addressed and 

resolved.  Mr. Harris asked if the applicant was considering a further development(subdivision)  

of lot (3), and noted   at this time, the subdivision only calls for one house on lot  (3).  Mr. Kublic 

agrees.  Mr. Orr stated one could reasonably conclude that Mr. Shirley’s long range plan would 

involve a further subdivision of lot (3) and noted that the current logging occurring goes well 

beyond on what would be necessary to widen the snowmobile trail.  He stated that the Board 

needs to consider the cumulative impacts and long range plans and address the probability of a 

further subdivision of lot (3), by re-opening the SEQR review.  He further expressed concerns in 

his letter as to the project’s stormwater management plan in view of the current clearing/logging 

which has occurred.  

 

Joseph Heath requested a copy of the Phase I archeological report and stated the Board 

needs clarification from Mr. Shirley as to any future projects or further subdivision of lot 3. 

 

Old Business:  Approve minutes of July 27, 2011 meeting.  Motion to approve made by 

Nathan Currie, seconded by James Seamon, all in favor, the motion carried.   Motion to adjourn 

made by James Seamon, seconded by Barbara Albro, the motion carried and the meeting 

adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Anne McCloskey, Secretary. 


