
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING BOARD – 9-28-11 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M..    Members present:   James Harris, Barbara Albro, 

Donna Doody, Nate Currie, and James Seamon.  Also present was town attorney Donald Armstrong.   

 The first order of business was the application of  Jack DaFoe who comes back before the board 

with his previously submitted map and application for a minor subdivision.   Originally it was thought 

that the plan as presented did not meet the required minimum of 150 Ft of road frontage.  In fact, in 

viewing the map again, Mr. DaFoe pointed out to the board that there is the required amount  of road 

frontage and no variance will be needed.  Motion made by Nate Currie, seconded by James Seamon to 

approve the DaFoe application for a minor  subdivision, such that his residence will now be on a 

separate tax parcel.  All in favor, the motion carried and the application was approved.    Mr. Dafoe was 

instructed that he will need to file a mylar, that needs to be signed by the Chairman, James Harris,  and 

two paper copies of the map need to be filed with the Cortland County Clerk.  Mr. Dafoe understands 

the steps he needs to take to complete the subdivision request. 

 Chairman Harris stated that  Nate Shirley and  his attorney would not be present at this evening’s 

meeting as they are still waiting for guidance from County Health and had nothing further to report 

tonight. Mr. Harris further stated that there is a concern on the changes to Lot 3 of Song Lake View and 

is considering the board’s input as to whether County Soil & Water and DEC should review the plan 

again, especially in light of the additional logging and extensive clearing of the snowmobile trail.  The 

concern is  that the additional work performed could have an adverse affect on the lots below.  

According to the SEQR process, the board needs to review any action that could impact the findings of 

the previous review due to the changes to lot 3 and the hillside.  The original SEQR review was based on 

the information the board had at that time and the picture has changed.   Mr. Harris believes the board 

may need to open the SEQR review at this time and would like some professional input.  Jim Seamon 

indicated he was in favor of having county authorities take another look at the hillside and potential 

impacts of the clearing that has occurred.    Nate Currie also feels it would not hurt to do this and get 

their recommendations, and further stated that it is his right to do the logging but we need to rule out 

erosion issues that result.  Donna Doody and Barbara Albro also gave indicated their agreement.  Again 

the concerns have to do with water run-off issues and stormwater management.  



 Motion made by James Seamon, seconded by Barbara Albro to have DEC and Soil and Water 

review any changes that have occurred as a result of the additional logging, clearing and expansion of 

the snowmobile trail.  All in favor, the motion carried. 

 Other new business:   None.   The meeting then opened up for public comment. 

 Tony George spoke commending the board for looking at the additional work that is being done 

and reiterated that Mr. Shirley had stated in an open meeting that the trail  expansion work would be 

minimal.  Just yesterday, Mr. George observed a large excavator machine with a bucket on the site 

cutting into the back  of the hill as the trail was too steep to get the groomer in.  Al Socha and Tarki 

Heath also stated their agreement with the board’s actions in having the County take another look at 

the site. 

 Motion made by Barbara Albro, seconded by Nate Currie to accept the minutes of the August 

meeting, all in favor, the motion carried and the minutes were approved. 

 Town attorney Donald Armstrong did a training presentation to the Board on the Town’s  newly 

adopted Workplace Violence policy.  He explained in detail the highlights of the policy, how it is applied, 

monitored,  and the Town’s obligations under the policy.  He then went on to present and explain in 

detail the Town’s Code of Ethics Law to the Board. 

 Motion to adjourn at 7:55 P.M. made by James Seamon, seconded by Donna Doody, all in favor, 

the motion carried and the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Anne McCloskey, Secretary. 

  

 


