
 
Date:  March 28, 2012 
Call To Order:  7:00 pm with a Salute To The Flag 
 
Board members present: Chairman Jim Harris, Barbara Albro, Tim Coyne, Jim 
Seamon    
 
Lawyer: Pat Snyder 
 
Guests Present:  Paul Suits, Ryan Dubois and Dan Quinlan from Suit-Kote and their 
lawyer, Kevin Bernstein from Bond Schoeneck and King.  Preble Town Board 
Supervisor, Jim Doring, Deb & Ken Brock, RoseAnn & Al Socha, Mary Ann McCloskey, 
Tony George, Deborah & Richard Henry, James Millis, Michael Dannan, Donna Evans 
Orr, Tarky Heath, and Laura Doring were also present.  
 
Purpose of Meeting:  Suit-Kote’s application for site plan approval for the purchase of 
the Barden Home property.  
 
 Jim Harris started the meeting by introducing Pat Snyder as Preble’s lawyer for 
this  project.  He then invited Suit-Kote to present their site plan.   
 Attorney Kevin Bernstein told the board the Barden Home property was well 
suited to Suit-Kote’s needs for a vehicle maintenance and storage facility.  They would 
be using the buildings as is with a few minor modifications including a 15’ expansion on 
one of the buildings.  They will also add tertiary containment to all the buildings and 
curbing to a couple of the buildings for additional environmental protection.  Kevin stated 
there would be no manufacturing done at the site and that all tanks would be stored 
indoors and on concrete.   
 Kevin then listed the actions they have already taken - submitted application to 
Town Board for an Aquifer Protection Plan, requested Site Plan Approval from Town 
Board, and requested an Operating Permit.  They also reviewed Barden Homes’ 
Environmental Impact Assessment and concluded it was similar enough to their use and 
impact that they wouldn’t need their own assessment.  
 Kevin requested that the Site Plan be referred to the County Planning Board for 
review at their next meeting on April 18, 2012.  He also noted that the Town Board 
categorized the Site Plan as an Unlisted Action which means it is up to each board to do 
it’s own SEQR. 
 Kevin also noted the site plan included a Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan and there would be no change to the septic system as 
their anticipated water use would be less than Barden Homes’ usage and well below the 
10,000 gallons/day threshold per the Preble Zoning Laws.  As required by the DEC, 
Suit-Kote is also seeking Stormwater Prevention Authorization. 
 Jim Harris questioned the application where it stated that no sight plan approval 
was needed and Kevin replied that Planning Board approval for the site plan was 
needed.  



project was categorized as an Unlisted Action, Lead agency was not needed.  However, 
a SEQR is needed.  Kevin said they preferred the long form and therefore completed 
the full Environmental Assessment Form.  
 Ryan Dubois from Suit-Kote then gave a more in depth presentation about the 
facilities where he discussed the use of the various buildings on the site and what type 
of fuel storage and containment measures were in each.  He said all drum storage 
would be on spill pallets surrounded by a six inch berm for additional spill protection.  
The building they will use for painting their trucks will be outfitted with two additional 
doors.  
 Ryan said O’Brien & Gere is running an air quality test to obtain an Air Quality 
Permit from the State.  He also said an Operating Permit for storage of Hazardous 
Materials was needed.  There will be Aluminum and scrap steel waste that will be 
contained undercover in dumpsters in Building G.  There will be oil waste as well which 
they will be recycling.  He said truck trip rates are expected to be less than Barden’s  
rate of 125/day and water usage is estimated to be 3,000 gallons/day.  They are also 
obtaining a SPDES permit which is based on the facility, not the use of the facility.  
 Jim Harris asked if the palleted items were stored inside or outside and Ryan 
confirmed they are stored inside.  He also asked if there were any drains and Ryan 
replied there was one drain which they will fill.   
 Jim Harris then asked if there was an Environmental Inspection being done.  
Kevin Bernstein said the building was clean and they didn’t feel it was needed.  A 
resident later asked why they wouldn't do an inspection and suggested it would protect 
Suit-Kote if they did do a test..  Suit-Kote said the facility is “broom clean” and they 
didn't see any contaminants on the site.  Furthermore, they consulted with Barden 
Homes and concluded there was no need to do an Environmental Inspection.    Suit-
Kote  said if it were warranted, they would do it, but they didn't see any evidence 
warranting the need for it.  
 Jim Harris asked if they had adequate parking that met the town code of 1 
car/250 square feet and Ryan said they were within the town code.  He also asked if 
there would be any paving material and supplies on site.  Ryan said none of the trucks 
would be loaded with paving material while at the maintenance facility.  
 Jim Harris asked where Suit-Kote’s current maintenance facility was and Suit-
Kote replied it in seven different places and they were looking forward to consolidating 
them into the one facility at the Barden Home site.  They would have a staff of roughly 
200 people: 30-40 on site and 140 on the road, with a winter staff of 45-50 people from 
Halloween thru February 1st.    
 In response to a concern about manufacturing at the Preble facility, Suit-Kote 
said there was no possible way to move any of their manufacturing processed to Preble.   
It simply was too costly and not feasible to do so.  
 Jim Harris asked if they would be painting in the facility and they said they would 
be painting their own vehicles.  They would have a body shop where they would paint 
their tankers.  They plan to hire 3-4 mechanics at the Preble site.  
 A resident asked about waste from cleaning the vehicles.  Suit-Kote said the 
vehicles are washed in Cortland and that they do not use chemicals, solvents, or 
degreasers for the cleaning process.  And they reprocess the water through an oil/water 



equipped with booms for spill containment.  
 A resident asked if Suit-Kote had a fire prevention plan since there were 
flammables on site.  Suit-Kote responded that the petroleum products were considered 
combustible not flammable and that they have a fire suppression system on site.  They 
also said code requires that the paint storage cabinets be vented.  There’s also a pump 
house on site with 8’’ lines to each building with its own backup generator.  There is also 
a fire hydrant on site. They are training their staff on operating the pump house system 
and working with Jeff Griswold to train the Preble Fire Department on it as well.  
 A resident asked about the size of the tertiary containment.  Suit-Kote confirmed 
that the containment capacity was 26,000 gallons which exceeds the 24,000 gallons of 
fuel being stored on site.  
 A resident asked about after hours security.  Suit-Kote said they currently have 
staff on site for 24 hrs a day during the summer months, however they weren’t sure that 
would be necessary in Preble.  They said they would probably install cameras, lock the 
gate at night, and would close and lock the fuel island.  
 A resident asked if Suit-Kote had plans for monitoring wells on the site.  Suit-Kote 
said they had no plans for monitoring wells as they did not see the need for it.  
 Jim Harris said the board would like to discuss the site plan together after having 
a chance to review the packets provide by Suit-Kote.  He then said a motion was 
needed to declare the site plan an Unlisted Action and to not seek Lead Agency. Town 
Attorney Pat Snyder said since the Town Board did not seek Lead Agency, a motion was 
not needed by the Planning Board regarding Lead Agency.  He then advised that the 
Planning Board go through Part 2 of the Environmental Assessment and said they could 
have a public hearing if they wanted which could be held jointly with the Town Board’s 
public hearing meeting.  He also said the Planning Board must make a recommendation 
to the Town Board regarding how to proceed with the Environmental Protection 
Application.   He said it would be better for the Planning Board if they based their 
recommendation on Part 2 of the Environmental Assessment.  
 A motion was then made by Barb Albro to declare the Site Pan an Unlisted Action 
which was seconded by Jim Seamon, all in favor, motion carried. 
 A motion was made by Jim Seamon to forward the site plan to the County 
Planning Board which was seconded by Barb Albro, all in favor, motion carried.  
 Jim Harris set a date of April 11, 2012 for a special Planning Board Meeting to be 
held.  A motion was then made by Barb Albro to have a Special Planning Board Meeting 
on April 11, 2012 at 7pm to review the SEQR. This was seconded by Tim Coyne, all in 
favor, motion carried. 
 A resident asked what funding was given for the project per the SEQR.  Suit-Kote 
replied there was no state or federal funding for the project.  They are purchasing the 
property outright.  Pat Snyder then clarified that the funding referred to in the SEQR was 
regarding the PILOT given by the IDA. The IDA, he said, would have to comply with the 
SEQR.  Jim Doring advised that a Public Hearing on the PILOT was going to be held at 
the Preble Fire Hall on Tuesday, April 3rd, 2012 at 7pm and that all tax related questions 
should be asked then. 
 In conclusion, Suit-Kote encouraged questions through out the approval process.  
 



getting new maps printed and approved by the Health Department. 
 
Adjourned:   A motion to adjourn was made by Barb Albro, seconded by Tim Coyne, all 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
Minutes taken by Laura Doring, filling in for Mary Ann McCloskey 


