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Re: Song Lake View Realty Subdivision concerns and recommendations related to water 

and septic 

 

 

Some issues related to the water and septic approvals emerged during a discussion 

between the health department, town attorney, town engineer and the town supervisor 

have the potential to create some concern. 

 

 

Septic:   

 

While the notes of approval from the Cortland County Health Department require 

individual approval for each septic system, there are some issues that can, and therefore 

should, be addressed on the lots at this time.  Specifically, there are three lots which have 

been measured to have percolation that is faster than allowed by Rule Number 3 of the 

Cortland County Sanitary Code.  These lots will require greater expense to construct a 

leach field since they will require the soil to be excavated to a nominal depth and 

replaced with a soil that will slow down the percolation.   

 

Recommendation 1:  Developer would review with the engineer an additional note upon 

the septic design that these specific lots will require cut and fill with an approved soil 

having between 10 and 20 minute per inch percolation.  Also these lots would be 

specifically noted in the general notes for approval.   

 

This approach eliminates the potential surprise of a new owner or constructor of the 

septic system that these considerations and their cost exist.   

 

Lots affected:  1, 5 and 7 

 

 

Water: 

 

The well logs of the test drilling show that there is water located at 40 rather than the 50 

feet depth desired for a well.  The separation distances have, in the opinion of the health 

department, been maximized in a sanitary and responsible way.  The Health Department 

approved this condition with the understanding that additional measures could be 

provided for five lots not specifically having a 150 ft separation to the nearest septic field.  

The method of accomplishing this was to note, as was done with the septic, that each well 

must be specifically approved by the Cortland County Health Department. 

 

This would typically require an additional measure such as the incorporation of an 

additional treatment such as UV for these lots.  Again, to prevent misunderstandings and 



surprises due to what might be perceived as “extra costs”, it would be prudent to 

incorporate the specific designation of these lots on the approved plans at this time. 

 

Recommendation 2:  Developer would review with the engineer an additional note upon 

the Well Details for specific lots identified to be required to incorporate UV facilities in 

the house piping.  Also, these lots woulod be specifically identified in the general notes 

for approval.   

 

I will discuss the addition of these items with the developer to get his concurrence on the 

modifications of plans now to avoid these problems in the future. 

 

When received, the response will be forwarded to the town.  Please feel free to call me to 

discuss.  I will be out of the office from November 18th – November 20th, and will return 

on the 21st. 

 

Lots affected:  1, 7, 8, 10 and 11 

 

 

 

Thanks 

 

Mike Ryan 

Director of Environmental Health 


