Minutes for the Town of Preble

Zoning Board of Appeals

January 5, 2006

Members present were, Chairman Daniel O’Shea, Kay Vossler, Bob Lieber, Bill Underwood and Brian Bartholomew.

Attorney Francis Casullo and Attorney Matt Neuman were also present.

Chairman O’Shea opened the Knapp public hearing at 7:32 PM.
OLD BUSINESS

John Knapp public hearing.

No public comments. Hearing closed at 7:32 PM
OLD BUSINESS

Barden & Robeson 
Mr. Doug Wilcox of Barden and Robeson took the floor and explained their proposed plan for a 165ft. wind tower to study the wind for 3 months.

Mr. Wilcox submitted letters from Best Deck and Keith Hawkins in which both did not object. There was no public comment.  Hearing closed at 7:36 PM.
Chairman O’Shea stated that he did not receive anything back from Cortland County Planning Department. 

Attorney Francis Casullo stated that Barden is going before the Planning Board on January 26, 2006. The ZBA could approve the proposed variance contingent upon Cortland Counties approval. If there is a negative declaration feedback from the County it will be granted. 

Chairman O’Shea reopened Knapp’s public hearing at 7:39 PM. Mr. Knapp stated that he remolded the front porch to his home. He stated that he did not change the dimensions, nor the foundation. He stated he removed the roof and made it a deck. He would like to add another 10ft. to the North. Chairman O’Shea stated that he would need another variance for that. Knapp public hearing closed at 7:44 PM.

Francis Casullo stated that the safer approach to the Barden and Robeson variance would be to put this on the February 2, 2006 schedule. You already had the public hearing.

Bob Lieber motioned to hold the decision on the Barden wind tower until February 2, 2006 meeting and Brian Bartholomew seconded the motion, Motion carried, vote was 5-0 in favor. 

Bob Lieber motioned to hold the decision for the John Knapp variance until the February 2, 2006 meeting and Brian Bartholomew seconded the motion. Motion carried, vote was 5- in favor.
NEW BUSINESS

John Delvecchio variance request.

Upstate  Development Associates Subdivision.

Location of variance is lot #2 East Hill Road, Tax Map # 28.00-03-02.000.

Board member Bob Lieber motioned to hold a public hearing on February 2, 2006 at 7:30 PM and Brian Bartholomew seconded the motion. Motion carried, vote was 5-0 in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

Bill and Jeanne Underwood variance request. Mr. Underwood recused himself from the meeting.

Attorney Matt Neuman stated that he has 13 letters of intent from the original 19 proposed lots. One person is now deceased. Mr. Neuman stated that the County Highway department would like the road a little wider. We have nothing in writing and no proposal at this time. Francis Casullo stated that they would like a 20 - 30ft. strip for highway maintenance. The Town issue is, if you grant 19 variances for ¼ acre lots and the next year the County takes 25ft. that is like taking 19% of each lot. Then you are going to have these new property   owners wanting a variance against a variance. The agreement was no buildings other than a garage or a shed to be constructed on these properties.
Mr. Casullo would like a letter from the County stating that they have no project identified.  Board may have to over ride the Counties recommendations, stating that no buildings on the proposed lots, except for a shed or a garage. Board feels that they need to state what can be built on these lots. Board does not want a house built on these lots.
Attorney Casullo and Attorney Neuman decided to hold off until the February Meeting.
Brian Bartholomew motioned to table decision for the Underwood variance until February and Bob Lieber seconded the motion. Vote was 4-0 in favor, with 1 recused. Bill Underwood re-entered the meeting.
Board reviewed Delvecchio SEQR. Variance is more than 500ft from a County Road therefore it does not have to be referred to the County. Brian Bartholomew motioned to declare a negative declaration and bob Lieber seconded the motion. Motion carried, vote was 5-0 in favor.
Board reviewed SEQR for John Knapp variance and Brian Bartholomew motioned to declare a negative declaration. Bill Underwood seconded the motion. Motion Carried, vote was 5-0 in favor.

Board reviewed December minutes and approved with changes. Motion by Bill Underwood and seconded by Brian Bartholomew. Motion carried, vote was 5-0 in favor.

Respectfully, 
Sharon Cassidy Flint

