Minutes for the Town of Preble Zoning Board of Appeals

June 5, 2003

Members present were Chairman Daniel O’Shea, Bob Lieber, Brian Bartholomew and new member Bill Underwood.    Board member Kay Vossler was absent.

Town Supervisor Elizabeth Pitman was also present.

Chairman O’Shea called the meeting to order at 7:36 PM.

Two items are on tonight’s agenda.

1. A variance application from Mr. Michael and Terry Hughes.

2. A variance application from Mr. Mike McNerney.

Mr. McNerney took the floor first and explained his plans to the board.

Mr. McNerney would like to construct a side porch to his existing home which 

would be located within a 9ft. side yard. Property location is 6206 Little York Lake Rd.

Board reviewed the plans and explained that this application would have to be referred to the Cortland County Planning Department. Board discussed holding a special public hearing for Mr. McNerney on June 19, 2003 at 7:30 PM at the Preble Town Hall.

A second item was a variance application from Mr. Michael Hughes.   Mr. Hughes and Mr. Gene Craig reviewed the application and site plans with the Board.

Mr. Hughes stated that he wants to sell ten acres to Mr. Craig and then Mr. Craig plans to

  build a home. Mr. Hughes stated that the problem is the right of way. He would like to keep a small parcel, which is less than two acres.

Chairman O’Shea stated that it is against the rules to advertise lots until they are legally subdivided. Mr. Craig felt that the biggest problem was the right of way.

Board stated that they would ask the Boards attorney to write up an opinion.

Board felt that Mr. Hughes was creating his own hardship and that they would have the board’s attorney verify if the road is a County Road. Mr. Hughes and Mr. Craig discussed the past history of the right of way and how it was maintained. Mr. Hughes stated is property is deeded not surveyed, so it was conveyed t him. Mr., Hughes stated that at one time the property was zoned commercial.  Mr. Underwood and Ms. Pitman stated that the property was never zoned commercial.  Chairman O’Shea stated that the County recommendation implied that the Board would have to mitigate the lot size and the road frontage. Mr. Hughes stated that he had spoke with Dan Dineen from the County and that Doug Staley was supposed to be here tonight. Board felt that they now had a good idea of Mr. Hughes plans and that the Board will refer to our attorney. Mr. Underwood asked if they County were to take over the road would you give them 50 ft.   Mr. Hughes said yes.

Mr. Hughes finished at 8:13 PM.

Board reviewed the SEQR and EAF with Mr. McNerney and decided that the variance for the side porch would have no environmental impact.

Bill Underwood motioned to hold a public hearing on June 19, 2003 at 7:30 PM for the McNerney side yard set back variance and Brian Bartholomew seconded the motion. Motion carried. Vote was 4-0 in favor with 1 absent.

Board reviewed section 515 of zoning ordinance and filled out referral to County Planning Department. Meeting closed at 8:35 PM.

Respectfully,

Sharon Cassidy Flint

