
    MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

    OF THE ZBA 8-21-14 

 

 A special meeting of the ZBA was held on August 21, 2014, due to the lack of a quorum 

on the regularly scheduled meeting of  8-7-14.  Members present:  Dan O’Shea, Bob Lieber, Al 

Socha and Jay Currie.  Nancy Dalley is absent.   Also present is town attorney, Don Armstrong, 

Jeff and Melissa Bordwell with their son Dillon,  Paul Metolo and Amy Bertini. 

 

 Public Hearing on the application of Jeff and Melissa Bordwell opened at 7:30 P.M.  

Dan O’Shea read the legal notice for the public hearing.  Jeff Bordwell spoke stating that his 

business is Legends of Fall Outfitters.  His son Dillon has completed a gunsmith program and 

they would like to be able to add a gunsmith shop to their existing business.  They already sell 

sporting equipment, clothing and bowhunting related equipment.  They are looking to grow the 

business and stay local.  The variance is needed for their  federal firearms license.  If approved 

they will contribute additional sales tax revenue to the Town.  The gunsmith shop will 

complement their current business.  There being no other public comment, the public hearing 

adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

 

 Amy Bertini, who sits on the Cortland County Planning Board added the Bordwell’s had 

a use variance but it is specific to the type of business they currently run.  If the prior variance 

had simply said retail sales, they would not have needed this additional variance.  The County 

recommends approval of the variance. 

 

 Jeff Bordwell stated no public shooting will be allowed on site.  Any shooting is limited 

to their  personal use and the area utilized is 50 feet from any building, with a bermed area.  Don 

Armstrong asked  if  a customer would be allowed to try out a gun and shoot and Mr. Bordwell 

stated that would not be allowed.  They are looking to service and sell new and used firearms.  

He further stated a firearms license if highly regulated and they can be audited at any time.  Jeff 

would also like to put up a new sign.  Previously there were allowed a 32 sq. foot sign.  

Discussion was then had about the Town’s regulations regarding signage.  They would like to 

add “gunsmithing” to their current sign.  Bob Lieber said under the regulations, they would be 

better off to replace the existing sign rather than add on,  so that they can still have a 32 sq. foot 

sign, otherwise if they add on they would need another variance.   

 

 The Board then moved to its Part 2 Impact Assessment review.  After reviewing  the 

criteria, it found the application would result in no,  or small impact.  Motion to have Dan sign  

the application as Chairman,  finding a negative declaration,  made by Bob Lieber, seconded by 

Al Socha, the motion carried. 

 

 The Board then reviewed the criteria for the use variance and found as follows:  

Whereas, the requirements of Section 833 (a) (1) have been considered and deemed sufficient; 

and Whereas, the changes to the existing business will not adversely impact the essential 

character of the neighborhood; and Whereas, the applicants require the variance in order to 

obtain a federal firearms license; and Whereas, the Cortland County Planning Department has 

recommended that the variance be granted; and Whereas, the applicant has stated that the public 

will not discharge firearms on the premises; and Whereas, the SEQR requirements have been 



addressed with a negative declaration approved; Wherefore, a use variance shall be granted with 

the following provisions:  1.  The applicants shall be permitted to add the sale, service and repair 

of firearms and associated related accessories including ammunition and reloading supplies.  2.   

No operation of a public firing range will be occurring on the premises.  3.  The applicant shall 

be permitted to operate and maintain their existing indoor and outdoor archery ranges on the 

premises.   Motion to grant the use variance, as amended,  made by Bob Lieber, seconded by Jay 

Currie, all in favor the motion carried and it was so Resolved.   

 

 The next application on the agenda is by Paul Motolo and Nadine Maher for an area 

variance.  Paul explained they are looking to install a 7 ft. high fence to contain their husky.  The 

regulations limit fence  height to six feet.  The fence would be made of white vinyl enclosing an 

alcove on the north side of their house and garage located at 7563 Pirates Cove Lane on Song 

Lake.  Sideyard setbacks are met.  Dan O’Shea advised the board would next schedule a Public 

Hearing.  Don Armstrong does not believe a referral to County Planning is necessary.  Paul will 

not be able to attend the next meeting on September 4th, however he has spoken to his 

neighbor’s, Kevin Stack and the Dvorak’s and they have no problem with it.   

 

 Motion by Bob Lieber, seconded by Jay Currie to schedule a public hearing, all in favor, 

the motion carried.  Motion by Al Socha, seconded by Bob Lieber to approve the minutes of 

July 10, 2014, all in favor, the motion carried.  Motion to adjourn at 8:30 PM, made by Bob 

Lieber, seconded by Al Socha, all in favor, the motion carried.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Anne McCloskey, Secretary 


