Minutes for the Town of Preble 

Zoning Board of Appeals

August 2, 2001

UNOFFICAL

The Town of Preble Zoning Board of Appeals met on Thursday August 2, 2001 at 7:00PM at the Preble Town Hall. Board members present were Chairman Daniel O’Shea, Robert Lieber, Adelbert Knapp and Charles Sturgen.

Chairman O’Shea opened the meeting at 7:40 PM and the first item on the agenda was a public hearing for the proposed Marsh subdivision. Chairman O’Shea stated that Secretary Sharon Flint told them that the Marsh’s had withdrawn their application on Monday afternoon and She had asked them to put it in writing.

Next Item the Charles and Judith Shafer proposed variance.

Chairman O’Shea stated that he had spoke with the Cortland County Planning Director and that they had no objection to granting the Shafers a variance. Board member Charles Sturgen motioned to recommend that the Town code officer grant Mr. Shafer a permit. Robert Lieber seconded the motion. Motion carried. Vote was 4-0 in favor.

Next Item the Dennis Morgan variance.

Chairman O’Shea stated that since there is a four-member board we could vote to grant Mr. Morgan his variance request. If all votes are in favor then we can grant Mr. Morgan a permit because we have a super majority. The Cortland County Planning Board does not meet until August 15, 2001. Board member Robert Lieber motion to amend that the code officer issues Mr. Morgan a permit. Del Knapp has a concern for handicap access. Mr. Morgan plans to make the building handicap accessible. Mr. Morgan will be adding a ramp on the South end of the building. Charles Sturgen seconded the motion to grant Mr. Morgan a permit for the Town Code officer. Motion carried. Vote was 4-0 in favor.

Next Item Possible Rittenhouse variance. 

2

Julie Campbell attorney for herself as proposed buyer for the Rittenhouse subdivision. Ms Campbell stated that the Preble Town Planning Board sent her to the ZBA. Ms Campbell stated that the Planning Board is looking for advice from the Zoning Board on how to proceed. The Question before the Zoning Board is does the Board feel that a variance is needed? Ms. Campbell reviewed the map with the Board and the question is in regards to frontage.

The actual frontage is 102ft and the zoning law requires 150ft. Ms Campbell stated that none

 of the homes on the lake have road frontage and is a prior non-conforming use. Rittenhouse Road is a private Road. Mr. Rittenhouse stated that there are 17 houses back there on a private dirt road.   Mr. Rittenhouse stated that the Town Board didn’t like his idea of deeding the road over to the Town with a cu-de-sac for the Town to maintain. This road met specs in the 1960s. Ms Campbell stated that the Board needs to decide if the Rittenhouse’s need a variance. Chairman O’Shea stated that he was not sure hoe they a re being aggrieved. Ms. Campbell stated that this was their second application this year.   Mr. O’Shea asked if Onondaga County would give a road cut. Ms Campbell stated no they won’t. Ms. Campbell stated that the application would be denied by the Planning Board if the ZBA does nothing.

Zoning Board members do not feel there is an issue for the ZBA to get involved. Robert Lieber asked if this was a Tully or Preble issue. Ms. Campbell stated that Tully is not going to get involved because they have a five cut rule when it comes to subdivision. Ms. Campbell stated that the question is, does this Board think that a variance is reguired.

Board members stated that they do not find an issue and therefore have no need to act. 

Secretary Sharon Flint will sent a letter to the Planning Board stated that the ZBA does not have an issue and has no need to act. O’Shea asked if Ms. Campbell were to buy the road. Mr. Rittenhouse said that there are seven homes back there and it is a small business to collect yearly fees and hire contractor to remove garbage and snow plowing. Ms Campbell does not have the time to do this.  Board member motioned that the Zoning Board of Appeals does not see any zoning issues involved. Adelbert Knapp seconded the motion. Motion Carried. Vote was 4-0 in favor.    Board reviewed the minutes from the June 7 and the July 5, 2001 meetings. Motion to approve the June 7, 2001 minutes was by Bob Lieber 
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and seconded by Charles Sturgen. Motion Carried. Motion to approve the July 5, 2001 minutes by Del Knapp and seconded by Bob Lieber. Motion carried. Motion to adjourn by Charles Sturgen and seconded by Del Knapp. Motion Carried. Meeting closed at 8:40 PM.

